JPRS: 29,877 
3 May 1965 



U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

CLEARINGHOUSE FOR FEDERAL SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INFORMATION 

JOINT PUBLICATIONS RESEARCH SERVICE 
Building Tempo E 

Adorns Drive, 4th and 6th Streets, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20443 


Price: $3.00 



FOREWORD 


This publication was prepared under contract for the 
Joint Publications Research Service as a translation 
or foreign-language research service to the various 
federal government departments. 

The contents of this material in no way represent the 
policies, views or attitudes of the U # S. Government 
or of the parties to any distribution arrangement. 


PROCUREMENT OF JPRS REPORTS 


All JPRS reports may be ordered from the Clearinghouse for 
Federal Scientific and Technical Information, Reports published prior 
to 1 February 1963 can be provided, for the most part, only in photo¬ 
copy (xerox). Those published after 1 February 1963 will be provided 
in printed form. 

Details on special subscription arrangements for any JPRS 
report will' be provided upon request. 

All current JPRS reports are listed in the Monthly Catalog of 
U, S. Government Publications , available on subscription at $4,50 per 
year, ($6,00 foreign), including an annual index, from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D # C. 

All current JPRS scientific and technical reports are cataloged 
and subject-indexed in Technical Translations , published semimonthly by 
the Clearinghouse for Federal Scientific and Technical Information, and 
also available on subscription ($12,00 per year domestic, $16.00 foreign 
from the Superintendent of Documents. Semiannual Indexes to Technical 
Translations are available at additional cost. 



JPRS: 29,877 


TRANSLATIONS ON INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST DEVELOPMENTS 

No. 709 

This serial publication contains translations of selected 

articles on the International Communist Movement. Complete 

bibliographic information accompanies each article. 

CONTENTS 

Page 

Lars Herlltz Attacks Holmberg Theses . 1 

Ny Pag Suggests Amendments to Party Bylaws. 9 

Friendl Fuemberg on the 19th Party Congress. 11 

Contributions to the Discussion Before the 

19th Austrian CP Congress . 14 

Resolution Adopted by the National Committee 

of the Communist Students 9 Union . 20 

Norwegian CP Congress Calls for Greater 

Democratization... 22 

Georg Larsen Protests Idea of Cooperation 
Between Norwegian CP and Norwegian Labor 
Party . 30 

Frlheten on f Peaceful Transition to SocialisTO 9 .. 33 

Henry Knutzen Questions Worth of Peaceful 

Coexistence... 35 


a - 












Page 

French Communist Party Central Committee 

Resolution on the 19-Party Moscow Meeting. 37 

Italian Communist Organ Explores Possibilities 

of Rapprochement with Catholics. *40 

Soviet Daily Discusses •National Liberation 
Movement 1 . 56 

Soviet Party Organ Reviews 19th CEMA Session • • * • 61 

Korununist Prints Finnish Article on Cooperation 

Between Communists and Social Democrats. 75 

Pablo Segovia Speaks of Nicaragua in 
Partivnava zhizn 1 . •*••• 84 

K^r-nur.ist Article Lambasts West German 

Defense Minister . •••••• 91 


- b - 









LARS HERLITZ ATTACKS HOIUBERG THESES 


/Following is a translation of an article by Lars 
Herlitz in the Swedish-Language newspaper My Dag_ 
(New Day), Mo. 14, 9-15 April, 1965, pages 5 & V)J 


The chairman of the board of the Communist Party, Lars Herlitz, 
Gothenburg, has read Mils Holmberg's ’’manifesto" against the Communist 
Party. In this article he discusses at our request some of the pro¬ 
blems mentioned in that manifesto. The headlines are our own. 

The Manifesto of Basel promised us that if v*ar broke out, then 
revolution would follow. The war came, but not the revolution. do 
the prediction of the manifesto did not come true. So no marxist could 
follow it. So we were right when we stood by our governments during 
the war, when we made a joke of what we promised in 1912, when we made 
a virtue of what we had called a crime in our manifesto: "to shoot at 
each other with the purpose of advancing capitalism". 

That was the v/ay the German social democrats defended their 
treason at the breakout of war in 1914 when they made peace with their 
government and granted the desired funds. Against this sort of reason¬ 
ing Lenin said the following. 

The Basel Manifesto of 1912 had not and could not guarantee that 
a revolution would occur. It had not promised and could not promise 
that the workers would change the imperialistic war into a revolutionary 
civil war against their governments. A manifesto or a program should 
not produce promises or wager on what is in the future. On the other 
side, a nrogran or manifesto must attempt to analyze the general con¬ 
ditions, the tendencies, the development of opposition and power, and 
on tho basis of these indicate ways and directions for political action. 
The Fasel Manifesto had been right: the war had created a "revolutionary 
situation," a situation where the ".suppressed will not, and the upper 
classes cannot exist in the old v/ay". Hov:ever, it had not taken the 
responsibility for political action. Its task vas to make possible 
political action, not to provide a substitute. 

That ’*as in the year 1915. At that time the concept of a 
"revolutionary situation" was a concrete and revealing analysis of facts, 
a clarifying, a flaming appeal for action. 
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In his book "Wk?rc ~ocs Jv-ia^A's Communist Party?”, Tils 
’ : o.V ar~ treats the concept in a some*.-hat different **?.;•. He re- 
--a ,.s Ler.tn's p-reral definition, argues that such a situation is 
no' -resent today, and, after some general considerations, he arrives 
at the conclusion that it cannot be "at all excluded" in the future. 
Liter he uses it as a stop sign: the question of the frame for a 
socialist social change must be answered with "we vdll see that when 
the revolutionary situation occurs." Then he stresses the surprise 
element, the difficulties connected with predicting its occurrence: 
it vdll not arrive on command, it may very well occur when the 
socialists have only a few dozen seats in the parliament. Iiov*cver, 
for this situation as well as for its preparation, a ICarxist-Lenin- 
ist narty is needed. Wake up, soul, and pray. 

We arc not pragmatists who maintain that that is true which 
is comfortable to believe or say at the moment. We should adhere to 
the dictum of Ilolmberg's revolutionary situation if it offered us a 
nv.rxist analysis of the facts of the day. But what does it offer us? 


A TRUISM 

After Lenin, Holmberg repeats: that situation is revolutionary, 
•v ien the suppressed ’ill not and the unper classes cannot exist in 
the old way. Hot until then will a revolution be victorious." But 
this is a truism, a self evident truth, no matter v*hether we quote 
directly from Lenin or formulate it with other words: society can 
only be changed when the revolutionary forces want a change and the 
reactionary forces cannot hinder then. This is in itself too true 
to be interesting. Lenin made it interesting and pertinent by 
LLnlcing this universal characteristic to a certain concrete situation: 
the one created by the vrar of 19LV-1918 when the ruling forces both 
armed the r>eor>le and demanded inhuman efforts. But it does not 
follow, and I do not think that Ilolnberg would maintain that the 
situation analyzed by Lenin, "the classic war situation," should 
serve as a universal prototype, the only one to fulfill all the 
self evident demands that would make a socialist social change 
possible. It ’.ill occur even '-hen one points out that half a cen¬ 
tury of rapid changes has passed, or that a modern war v:ould not 
necessarily create opposition to the old v r ays with the possible ex¬ 
ception of opposition against life at all. Therefore it is up to us 
to analyze at all times and in each country the concrete conditions 
for a socialist change. We cannot avoid it by chasing truisms or 
ready-made slogans in the classics. 
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t:i:: coiuriic;::; 


Good, Sa p c results cannot always be attained in this manner. 

)f course t :ere are important facts to take into consideration. V/e 
nor i/.'ut t.c international situation is subject to change. Ue can 
Iso say in general that each progress for Socialism and for those 
50 ile v.o are ercploited by Imperialism make it more difficult for 
ie upper classes of the capitalist countries to have their va y when 
e noople do not : ant it so. ' r e can furthermore establish that 
dern capitalism even during booms acutely demonstrates its inner 
rflicts and that it is an outmoded economic system. And finally 
can note that the main schism in our country is between a small 
tss of the financially privileged and the over..'helming majority of 
> people, a majority which is becoming better and better organized, 

. they are obtaining objective bases for increased impact. Iiow- 
r, these are just generalities and it is not sufficient to say: 
objective conditions are clear and obvious, and it is up to us 
-each the socialist goal by follovdng a given line, ’.Je cannot 
itain that today. And of course we must admit it. If we find 
hty reasons for following the way of democracy, then v:e do not 
to envelop them in a halo of scientific truth nonexistent at this 


char riroracTivzs 


The lack of opportunities for making "safe 11 predictions does 
•ee us from making a choice, shoving the direction, or stating 
*3 in the struggle for socialism. Arc ire in such a v r onder- 
privilcged position that ve only have to make decisions with- 
risks, or that we can avoid making decisions as soon as a 

> present? Of course not. We have to accept risks and -e have 

> our decisions on an assessment of truth and risk. Contrary 
7 /o.lnberg thinks, this is not wishful thinking or political 

Lt is fraud to pretend that our theories would exclude un- 
,ies. or to use them as an excuse for avoiding necessary con- 
_ons. As iloLmberg points out, Karl XII was a fool who in- 
n purposeless underestimations of his opponents at Poltava. 

not find him any more admirable when he after Poltava fled 
urlo, lay low there year after year, and left it to others 
4 olu“b±ons, make decisions, and act, while he saved his pure 
soul by waiting for the hour when the clouds would dis¬ 
ci thio battle fields would lie clear and open as a chess 
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FACTS 


!.'ore facts s?cak for the way of democracy. Firstly, the 
struggle for democracy is in itself a direct exhortation to more 
'v\rtici->a--ion frori and greater selfconfidence on the part of those 
for whom the struggle is fought; it tears directly upon human 
qualities, decisiveness, selfconfidence, responsibility, and soli¬ 
darity which are of value for the transformation of society. Se¬ 
condly, it is necessary to clarify our position that democracy must 
be the frame v.ithin which socialism will work, that those \.ho today 
struggle for self government in their societies will be able to real¬ 
ize their goals through socialism, and that this is not a hope ex¬ 
pressed by us but a decision based on experience. Thirdly, we knew 
the Swedish working class* struggle for democracy has yielded re— 
suits which are not formal but real and are of the greatest importance; 
ve know that these results can be lost, but we also know that they can 
be reinforced by new conquests. If they are defended and reinforced 
they vdll be U3ed to abolish social conditions vMch have outlived 
themselves. 


THE MAIN POINTS 


The way of democracy includes the following three main points 
as I see it. 

(1) We profess to the unconditional acceptance of the demo¬ 
cratic methods of working and organizing, of engaging as many people 
as possible in a collective process of decision through free dis¬ 
cussions according to the principle of the majority. VJe acknowledge 
the dynamic role which these methods have played and must play in 
the development of the movements, and defend it against tendencies 
toward bureaucracy and power concentration. Y/e tie it closely to 
our socialist ideal by making concrete our concept of its role in a 
socialist Sweden. 

(2) We are for democracy as perceived by the majority of Swedes, 
i.e. the right to elect representatives, equal voting rights, free 
speech, and the right to organize ourselves to the advancement or our 
interests without interference from the authorities. This concept of 
democracy is the most important result of the Swedish working class' 
struggle which we are dutybound to defend against any attempt to des¬ 
troy (as we have always done, being the only Swedish party), and which 
we must use maximally in the interest of the working class. 
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(3) On the basis of democratic principles v;e criticize the 
existing class structure, the concentration of money and power, which 
is inconsistent v/ith real popular government • We analyze concretely 
how and why Big Business 1 power over production is also a question of 
political power: hovr power over production, the basis of politics, in¬ 
fluences cooperating parties and governments; how many policy-making 
government agencies are tainted by class in their personnel make-up 
and free of democratic attitudes, methods, and control; how production 
in the monopolistic-capitalist society tends to mold popular opinion. 
From these reasons i:e advocate destruction of the power position of 
Big Business and a policy that will express the people’s demands for 
greater participation in matters pertaining to jobs, leisure, the 
future, said demands to be coordinated into a general strategy di¬ 
rected against decisive points. The expression: to further and 
broaden democracy covers exactly what is at hand: to provide de¬ 
mocratic methods with more influence in society, to make use of their 
mobilizing power, to direct the working class* struggle for democracy 
against the roots of the power problem of society. V/ith this struggle 
re are preparing a socialist transformation of society. 

Holmberg wants to force the recognition of the Communist Party 
as a democratic party vdth equal rights, but this is tantamount to 
seeking membership in that circle of parties which perpetuates the 
power position of Big Business. What does this kind of judgment mean? 


OFFICIAL LI3 


The official lie of "the four democratic parties'* placed an 
quality sign between democracy and capitalism. It labelled socialist 
riticisrn. of the power position of Big Business and the class struc- 
lre of the government apparatus a criticism of Democracy and there- 
re undemocratic. In this way all progressive criticism and all 
alistic analysis of democracy in a capitalist class society were 
ie suspect. However, in reality, criticism, analysis, and the 
"u/jr;le for the advancement of democracy are the only effective defenses 
democracy. The myth of the four democratic parties \-as and is 
ref ore, as stated by Hermans son in 19oA's debate, an attack against 
>cracy. In the fight against this myth we have the defense, and 
fll defend, both democracy and the right to criticise it from the 
. Also the other left-oriented parties have felt that the chains 
:onuuns loose through the progress already made. 

But Holmberg swallows the myth whole: if you stand for de- 
zy 9 you stand for Big Business. In this way he does the struggle 
3mocracy a disservice. It will probably advance anyway. The 
^uences of his own ideas are more catastrophic. 
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What is the 3-'3dis>. Parli ^on;,? Holm!erg .^swers: an organ 
Tor the capitalists’ clas3 supremacy, a part of the capitalist state 
apparatus which must be eradicated in order that a socialist society 
nap bo created. How is this view point developed? 


FOOLISH ALGUUZHT 


First iiolmbcrg reiterates a number of bad parliamentary de¬ 
cisions and asks: was this in agreement with the will of the people? 
This is foolish argumentation. A person so inclined could easily se¬ 
lect a catalogue of good decisions and exclaim: Ah, an organ of the 
will of the people. There is no question of whether we should arrange 
an ovation for all of our parliamentarians, so we vdll leave it at 
that. 


\h have to be concerned with what Holnberg calls different and 
/•renter problems: Parliament has not broken the power position of Big 
H\s.iness; it has not given the management of big companies to the 
p :opic; it has not hindered the government policy which has given Big 
rvhvess ”1 sr.fe and comfortable existence vdth a large and stable 
prv'h t." This is true, but it does not solve the question of the role 
of %rU:imcnt. Tiro facts are equally indisputable and necessary to 
consider. One is that a majority in Parliament which supports Big 

must accept tiro consequences: it must politically insure this 
cfort and the large profits, it must guarantee its safety by 
1-hp.Q.Lation and effectuate these laws through the state’s povrer organs. 
This fact and its meaning depends on the make-up of Parliament. The 
o^her is that Parliament is elected by the people by means of free 
elections and equal votes, and that it has the right to legislate and 
to determine the policy of the government. This fact, which is con¬ 
trary to the first one, is universally valid for any democratic 
assembly. The question which is raised is: do we accept in principle 
the value of popular representation, or more precisely: do we accept 
in principle that the people should have the power and the right to 
vote for a transformation of society? 


POSITIVE EFFECT 


Holmberg's view is probably as follows. It is superfluous to 
answer the question; a positive answer would have no positive effect 
and would only create illusions. I draw this conclusion on the basis 
of the fact that he circumvents the question. This is done in the 
following way: the opponents will never accept a majority in 
Parliament that does not support Big Business; they would rather in¬ 
stitute dictatorship or change the election laws. Therefore, one 
must answer a question about one’s own viewpoint with: ’’Others do 
so." There are situations when such an answer is right. Ask the 
freedom fighters in Vietnam for a declaration that they desire to 
live in peace and they would have the right to answer: "That is 
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-lately not our problem." Our situation is not comparable to 
The question of our view of democracy is not meaningless, 
the right and duty to warn against reactionary attacks on 
cy, but we cannot allow these warnings to drown our a'nswers. 
sons for this can be found above. They are not based on 
rations of the opponents and their propaganda. The positive 
should be given to those who are prepared to defend, enforce, 
and democracy. There it would have a positive effect and 
from the illusion that democracy means cooperation among 
sses. 


THE OBSTACLES 


The real obstacles to the realization of socialism within 
;y are found in various areas: the miserable conditions in 
bories, the tendency toward conformism of opinion and culture, 
“aucracy of the government agencies, the demagogy of the 
al parties, and the built-in hostility toward democracy in 
ault organs of the state. They exist, and this fact should 
lidden behind democratic declarations or be banished with the 
nocracy. But they can be mapped and fought. It is possible 
obvious facts support this fight; the deepening cleft between 
Lness and the interests of the majority, organized power, 
knowledge, and the abolishment of prejudice by the people, 
we can and must add the weight of our party's traditional 
:e to the methods of democracy. 

Dn the other hand it would be destructive to substitute a 
L and purposeful evaluation of democracy with a search for 
i, construction of false obstacles, and a magnification of 
-fficulties which are present. That v/ould be tantamount to 
lighting. Holmberg indulges in such a sport when he main- 
1 one of his fantasies that a constitutional change, i.e. 
ion of Parliament and new elections, is necessary in order 
iks and companies can be transferred to the ownership of the 
This is not at all the way. However, the conservative 
have proposed constitutional amendments aiming at preventing 
.ation. It is another matter with Holmberg 1 s argumentation as 
. and illegal means. By misinterpreting Hermansson, he makes 
i of democracy into a penal code. Doubtlessly, a bourgeois 
based on penal codes, police, and prisons. The development 
racy is no doubt also a question of penal codes, of violating 
anging them, attacking the interpretation of them, and the 
lent of them. But what is the meaning of making the question 
racy into a question of blind obedience? That is cheap cir- 
on of an honest question. 
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Li I AT 13 IT ALL ABOUT? 


Finally, a few words about Holmberg's thesis that "under 
normal capitalist conditions,......it is not possible to win the 

majority of the masses for such a radical change as the socialist 
revolution will prove to be. Behind this easy, but falsely reasoned 
and nebulously formulated thesis lies a burning question which really 
deserves attention. As I see it, there are no decisive obstacles to 
winning the sympathy of the majority of the people for socialism, 
nor for making them interested in politics, nor for making the in¬ 
terested part of the working class into actively engaged advocates of 
socialism. However, active support can only be expected from a 
relatively limited number of people, a minority. On the other side, 
the passive sympathy of the majority is a more uncertain resource. 
Because it is passive it is more sensitive to the influence of 
reactionary ideology, terror propaganda, and threats of violence 
voiced by those powers who will hinder a change and who possess the 
necessary instruments. These is the problem that Holmberg should 
have attacked. Then he would also have seen that waiting for a 
"3hock. H an "abnormal" or "shaken" capitalism, does not present an 
automatic solution. We have to paralyze the reactionary powers' 
opportunities for manipulating a shaky popular opinion. This re¬ 
quires coordination of several factors. A special role has to be 
played by those organizations which have been created by the labor 
movement as tools for its struggle. They and their future roles 
present a key problem for democracy. To make them stronger, more 
unified, more filled by democratic selfconfidence and socialist 
consciousness of the goal is no doubt a chief task in the struggle 
for socialism. 
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NY DAG SUGGESTS AKENEMENTS TO PARTY BYLAWS 


/Following is a translation of an article by 
Solveig Ronn in the Swedish-language newspaper 
Ny Dag , Mo. U, 9-15 April, 1965, page 6/ 


According to paragraph 3, section 5 c of the bylaws a member 
is obligated to "guard the party* s ideological, political, and 
organizational unity and to fight tendencies toward political group 
formation and personal quarrels." 

It is well known that the party is organized along the lines 
of democratic centralism which means that resolutions are respected. 

In this way the party is kept intact. 

Does this principle, on which our party is built, function 
as it should? Is it as democratic as it should be? Are the decisions 
made by the majority always understood by the membership? Do we find 
out whether thi 3 is the case? Do we explain to the members that it 
means work but also stimulation to analyze these decisions? Is the 
party democracy as democratic as it should be? 

If the answer is in the affirmative, then why are the bylaws 
formulated as quoted in the introduction? This fright of "tendencies 
toward political group formation" should indeed not be equated with 
different opinions being signs of arrogance directed against the 
party. Unfortunately, members have used sharp words when some member 
has thought for himself. Criticism does not mean that only the critic 
is in possession of knowledge and the others are not. By sounding the 
alarm the basis for differing opinions becomes broader, and another 
member can take the place of those who drop out. V/e have, as you know, 
begun something as useful and new as broad debate in the party press, 
and open conventions. 

The above excerpt also mentions "personal quarrels." But we 
cannot forbid psychological influences regardless of their nature. 

Such influences act even among party comrades. Surely we will not 
forbid the members to discuss the party*s politics in private? 

In my opinion said section of paragraph 3 should be deleted. 

This is even supported by the words contained in section 5 b: "... 
oppose deviation from the party line." 
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In the sane -.^ragraph 3 , section 5d, the member is admonished 
thusly: "to increase his political knowledge, to acquire knowledge 
of the bases of Ilarxist-Leninisn, and to read some of the party's 
nev.’spapers regularly." 

It is contained in the nature of Marxism that one should not 
just believe in our ov/n perfection but be open to all the knowledge 
which can be derived from life. If we do not understand this, then 
our o\n philosophy, the historical and dialectical materialism, be¬ 
comes a chalk circle drawn around us by ourselves. We will become 
prisoners of our own ideology. 

We have in our country a popular education movement which is 
appreciable and beneficial. It is a treasure from which to draw in 
areas such as pedagogy and psychology. These are areas that shame¬ 
fully have been neglected by the party leadership. Knowledge of 
these subjects pertains directly to the human factors which should 
constitute the vital nerve for a political party. 

If the membership of our party is directed toward a uni¬ 
versally human position, then a party member will emerge who will 
to much better equipped to handle his political assignments. It is 
important that the party organization does not become a place of 
work for those who cannot keep up with new developments. 

An amendment to paragraph 3, section 5d based on the above 
should contain the following vrords: to strive to acquire as broad 
an education as possible in order to keep up with the rapid develop¬ 
ments within society. 
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FRIEQL FUERN3ERG ON THE 19th PARTI CONGRESS 


/Following is a translation of an interview with Friedl 
Fuernberg by Julius Sliuka of the Czech CP organ Pravda in 
the German-language daily organ of the Austrial CP, 
Volksstinme (Voice of the People), Vienna, 11 April 1965, 
page ZJ 


?cently, Pravda, the central organ of the Slovak CP, published 
Mew which Comrade Friedl Fuernberg gave to the editor of that 
Comrade Julius Sliuka. 

at is the significance of the coming presidential elections 
fill the attitude of the Austrian CP be toward these elections? 

party has come out in support of the election of the socialist 
Franz Jonas. 

r since 1945, the presidents of the republic have been socialists, 
;nner, Koerner, and Schaerf. This time it will be particularly 
or the SP (socialist party) to win with its candidate. Mayor 
enna, because the Austrian People's Party from the very first 
went on the offensive, nominating Gorbach, the former federal 
The reactionaries' circles within the People's Party think 
in win with Gorbach and that they can then use him as they see 
itcome of the elections will very essentially depend on whether 
e SP leadership will make the necessary effort in order to win 
of all progressively thinking voters. 

ire the main problems that the 19th Austrian CP Congress will 


has submitted three documents as a basis for the public 
the congress; first of all we have theses on "perspectives," 
?r discussion on the problems of the party, and the draft 
m on the right of blue-collar and white-collar workers to 
■prise management. Of course, the party congress will also 
rrent problems of international and Austrian politics; the 



resolutions on these topics of course will be drafted later on. 

The most important tasks facing the party congress is the develop¬ 
ment of the new long-range outlook of our struggle which has come about on 
the basis of the change in the international balance of power. We say 
quite emphatically that the party is not orienting itself toward economic 
depressions and that it fights for the constant raising of the living 
standard of the working people. But we are certainly not overlooking the 
factor of uncertainty which is inherent in the capitalist economic system. 

We say that our struggle against capitalism does not start from the point 
that only the constant and increasing pauperization of the people proves 
the need for doing away with capitalism. The struggle of the working 
class can not only counteract the tendency toward growing pauperization but 
it can achieve a constant increase in the real living standard, such as 
has been the case in Austria and in other capitalist countries in recent 
years. At the same time there is an increase in exploitation because the 
productivity of the workers is increasing much faster than the real living 
.standard. The need for overthrowing the capitalist system springs from the 
fact that it cannot offer the people any economic or political security, 
that it is an obstacle in the development of democracy, that it is a con¬ 
stant danger to world peace, and that it contains a tendency toward aggres¬ 
sion and inhuman governments based on the exercise of group force. 

We are orienting ourselves toward a peaceful road to socialism because 
this road is the best road for the masses of the people and because it has 
now become possible as a result of the great and growing strength of social¬ 
ism throughout the world, as a result of the victorious liberation movement 
in the colonial countries, and as a result of the tremendous Increase in 
the strength of the working class in the capitalist countries. We are 
sure that the democratic political forces in the SP and in the People’s 
Party have learned certain lessons from the past and that they are for 
Austrian independents and neutrality which can be guaranteed only through 
a battle against the reactionary forces and monopoly capital. The unity 
of action of the workers and the unity of the democratic forces, in our 
opinion, constitute the road to success in this fight which should also 
lead to a common struggle for a peaceful road to socialism. 

We will in the future oppose "social partnership" and similar theo¬ 
ries which lead to the political paralysis of the working class and which 
constitute indirect aid to big capital. The fact that we fight for the 
right of the workers to share in the management of the economy means 
not only that we want to say that the workers, despite their democratic 
rights, are not given a chance to share in the critical decisions in this 
vital area; we want this right of co-determination to be implemented in 
fact. Of course, the Austrian SP does not see co-determination that way. 

Our struggle for co-determination is at the same time a struggle against 
monopoly capital and its representatives whom we want to push back and 
even eliminate extensively in order to make the struggle for socialism 
easier. The leadership of the Austrian SP wants a reconciliation with 
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monopoly capital and this would only secure the position of monopoly capital 
Jn the economy and therefore also in politics. In other words, we have a 
very basic difference of opinions here. Nevertheless, practice shows that 
it is possible to create unity of action for certain specific issues involved 
in co-determination. 

The 19th Congress of the Austrian CP will also take up a number of 
important problems of party activities. It will also take a great step for¬ 
ward in getting younger men and women to participate in party leadership. 

"or all of these reasons we are of the opinion that the 19th party congress 
ill be particularly important to our party. 



VTRIBUTTONS TO THE DISCUSSION BEFORE THE 19TH AUSTRIAN CP CONGRESS 


/Following is a translation of three articles in the German- 
language daily organ of the Austrian CP Volksstlmme (Voice of 
the People), Vienna, 8 April 1965; authors 1 names and page 
nunbers are given with individual contributions J 


] Leopold Gruenwald 

s I look at the theses on the "long-range outlook" I note first of 
they give neither an analysis of the most important changes that 
irred in the class structure of society and the conditions within 
nor the review of the domestic and foreign policy situation, 
ectives for the party, however, in my opinion can be derived only 
i an analysis has been made. In the past discussion, it was pointed 
ull justification that thesis l does mention the weaknesses and 
f the party which have contributed to the contradictory develop- 
j the setbacks of the party (of course, in addition to the objec- 
), but we do not find any reference here to just exactly what 
esses and mistakes consisted of. 

his is precisely the issue here which I consider a decisive 
in any effort to make a new start and to get the party moving 
; the issue, in my opinion, is a thorough self-critical analysis 
:akes. We owe this kind of "housecleaning" not only our own 
also our opponents. This is why I hope that the coming party 
find the strength within itself to give us a clear answer to 
which has not been answered so far. The Italian CP more 
igo engaged in this kind of self criticism of its mistakes 
1 1962 in the theses presented at the 22nd CPSU congress, 
e that this effort -- which we in the Austrian CP has so far 
superfluous discussion of mistakes" -- considerably strength- 
an CP inside, gave it a brilliant starting position in its 
h the socialists, and brought it great successes. 

international communist movement and in the Austrian CP there 
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has been much talk in recent years about a return to the Leninist norms of 
internal party life. I commented on this generally and basically in an 
article prepared for Wer and Ziol (The Way and the Goal). As regards Austria, 
we might also mention tne fact tnat much applies to our own party in the way 
of what I said in that article about the Soviet and Chinese methods of party 
leadership. This is particula rly tru e since our own Austrian CP has been 
copy!*- 'c CTS’T~in reccgj; years with res pect to internal 

p-'.: T i icrjuiii p Jr-_ l hr i i f v g-Lhe leadership role of the party 

cp" ' c n'td ’t^ w-.rd Uss t_hroM-h ^adiidni^Lxative and more and more 

through To ^' 7; 7 t ~7T- p. I i > i c,i 1 yy\ \ d nr f, c lor cur members also in the case of 

our or.i-v, ret urn to a strong poli tization and idenlogi zation in 

our r: -•. : *h’.r” 7 '-r7i 1 party democracy can be affected only if our party like- 

wTsw 1 "p 1 ts the principle of constart criticism and self-criticism and 

if it practices this primarily through the party leadership itself. Pro¬ 
moting a spirit of healthy criticism means creating the kind of atmosphere 
in internal party life in which all opinions of the communists will be 
examined without prejudice and quite critically and in which the communists 
also have a real chance to prevail If their opinions are the better ones. 
Infernal party democracy cannot be effective without full freedom of infor¬ 
mation <*v'd a systematic confrontation of the opinions of the party members 
and officials, even when these opinions are controversial. Both Interna¬ 
tional]" and within our party, it is my opinion that the Leninist norms 
can become effective and lead to the restoration of the unity of the inter¬ 
national movement only if secret diplomacy is eliminated not only in internal 
party practice but also in relationships with our sister parties. 

Now let me say the following on the theses dealing with the problems 

of the party: it Is true that winning the younger generation is closely 

tied in with a correctly managed effort in our work in the enterprises. 
Nevertheless I believe that the entire policy of the party toward the 
younger generation should be put on a much broader base -- in other words, 
we should not only try to ’'involve* 1 the young people and "educate them" 

but we should also have a policy which would have to be pursued primarily 

from the viewpoint of the younger generation. I know quite well that this 
will take a tremendous effort on the part of the entire party and I know 
that this is very difficult. But it is precisely the importance of this 
task which puts it at the head of the list of party tasks. 


[Page 5] Georg Breuer 

Comrade V. Varga £see Translations on International Communist Develop¬ 
ments No* 705t JPRS: 29 , 433 J whose letter quite astonishingly has so far not 
led to any discussion, is of the opinion that Soviet foreign policy is "not 
correct" and demands that the Soviet foreign policy adopt an attitude "which 
will make it clear to the imperialists that the entire socialist camp will 
defend itself whenever the imperialists take any military action against 
socialist countries*" 

It seems to me that the Soviet Union is trying to bring about such a 
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situation but that the objective, toward which it is working, cannot be 
achieved at this time. The announcement issued after the most recent con¬ 
sultative conference of the 18 parties (this newspaper, 10 March 1965) says 
something to the effect that "even though there may be differences of opin¬ 
ions on the political line,** it is still possible "to achieve unity of 
action in the struggle for general peace and peaceful coexistence." But 
the Chinese comrades have stated repeatedly that wars are unavoidable so 
long as there are imperialist countries, that the striving for the imple¬ 
mentation of general disarmament is an unrealistic illusion so long as 
there are imperialist countries; the many statements made by the Chinese 
comrades indicate that they terribly underestimate the dangers of an atomic 
war. Peiping is pursuing its day-to-day policy on the basis of these prin¬ 
ciples; while the forces of peace throughout the entire world are trying 
very hard to get negotiations going on Vietnam, Chinese foreign minister 
Chen Yi has come out against negotiations which, in his opinion, would 
only help the United States avoid "losing face" (this newspaper, 24 March 
1965). Now, how could there be any unity of action? 

Comrade Varga speaks of the danger that the Soviet Union might one 
day have to face the alternative of either letting a worker government be 
overthrown in a socialist country or fighting an atomic war. There must 
be no such alternative because an atomic war is not an effective way of 
preventing the overthrow of the socialist system in a threatened country; 
such a war, instead, would lead to the destruction of the socialist system 
in all countries in which it exists now and in addition, it would wipe out 
human civilization. We must be fully aware of these facts if we want to 
pursue a reasonable policy today. 

This is why, in my opinion, the Soviet Union can give effective aid 
only to those countries which recognize, without reservations, that, as we 
put it in our theses, "there is no disputed issue in international policy 
which would justify an atomic war." 

This is why it seem to me that we cannot agree with Fidel Castro 
when he said that Cuba in 1962 did accept the risk of an atomic war and 
was never sorry that it had done so (this newspaper, 19 March). If there 
had been a war at that time -- and we were on the brink -- then Cuba 
would today be an atomic desert in which there would hardly be anyone left 
alive who could either regret or not regret that event. Comrade Castro 
said that he did not agree with the removal of the Soviet rockets from Cuba 
-- which was the prerequisite for a solution that preserved peace and pro¬ 
tected Cuba against an American invasion. Did he at that time desire the 
situation to deteriorate further -- a situation which would probably have 
led to a world war? 

This speech by Castro was printed in this newspaper (and, by the 
way, also in Pravda) without any comments so that the reader was bound to 
get the impression that our central organ agreed with this view. But how 
could we possibly accept at face value what is stated so very correctly 



in the theses of the CC with respect to coexistence when the central organ 
of the party -- with all due respect to Castro -- does not unmistakably 
disavow such suicidal views which are very dangerously close to the views 
of Peiping? 

Of course, there is a duty to implement international solidarity. 

This duty is constantly violated by all those whose adventurous policy could 
lead mankind into the disaster of atomic war. We can best carry out this 
duty of solidarity with the socialist countries, with the fighting peoples, 
and with all mankind by doing everything we possibly can, within our limited 
strength, in order to help preserve world peace and to resolve disputed 
issues through negotiations. 

The aggressive policy of the imperialists, their threats, and their 
atomic blackmail cannot be rendered ineffective if we, on our side, build 
bigger and better atomic bombs which we are then not supposed to use unless 
we want to wipe out all of mankind. The "balance of terror," which may 
at any moment result into a devastating war due to some unfortunate accident, 
is no lasting solution. 

We now face the task of creating a climate of coexistence through¬ 
out the entire world in which it will be impossible for the imperialists, 
for political reasons, to rattle their nuclear weapons or to export counter¬ 
revolution. MacArthur had to go when he threatened to drop atomic bombs 
during the Korean war. Now, should the international public today be inca¬ 
pable of preventing an atomic war? 

Every communist (and every CP) must contribute to the creation of 
this new international policy climate, primarily by helping inform his fellow 
men on the deadly dangers of an atomic world war but also by openly and 
uncompromisingly opposing any underestimation of these dangers in our own 
camp, regardless from what side it may come. 

In my opinion, it will be one of the most important tasks of the 
coming party congress to make this crystal clear. 


[Page 6] Alfred Duhon 

The fact that the developed capitalist countries still have poverty 
but no growing misery in the traditional sense is primarily to the credit 
of the ideological education through socialism in the world. But we must 
also interpret this as a result of the particular effectiveness of capi¬ 
talism in battle and the extension of its life. 

It is therefore necessary for us to expose relentlessly our own 
incorrect actions in the picture of the "welfare state” which is described 
in our theses* It would be very shortsighted to overemphasize the element 
of expediency too much here* 



What we should do here is to workout very clearly the present- 
day new form of the pauperization which has now shifted to the intellectual 
and psychological area. The gigantic profits of the ruling classes in a 
developed capitalist country make it possible for that country to maintain 
a gigantic apparatus for the consummate of the conditions of exploitation 
and this, in turn, brings tremendous profits to the state, at the expense 
of the working class, through the operation of this apparatus. I would 
now like to mention a few particularly harmful aspects of this situation 
and their effects. The advertising industry, which is directed by the 
mass media, the consumer terrorer pursued by the modern business world, 
the resultant pressure to purchase for the sake of prestige, something 
that is being promoted with all means, all the way to psychological pressure 
-- these are some of the aspects I am talking about here. Large segments of 
the population consider all of the advertising chatter and the babble of 
the society reporters as important information; many people get their 
"education” from these sources. 

This is parallelled by a general emphasis on outward appearance, on 
the package, while the content itself is of secondary significance; in the 
end, this leads to the intellectual and psychological devastation of the 
individual who is turned into a puppet maneuvered from the outside. This 
gives us a mass of people who can be guided and managed in a negative 
sense; at the same time there is an alienation in our inter-personal re¬ 
lationships and this prevents the working class from going into action as 
one unit. One of the most dangerous consequences of this development, 
which we can now detect in all areas of our struggle, is the very expensive 
distortion and demoralization of class consciousness as well as the reduc¬ 
tion in the fighting spirit and the aversion for political commitment on 
the part of very broad groups of working people. 

Of course, we must orient our efforts on the basis of prevailing 
conditions but, if these efforts are essentially and in -practice aimed only 
at consumption, then I would not consider this suitable for making the 
present-day new form of pauperization more understandable. I realize quite 
clearly that pushing the struggle in this respect could not be a very popu¬ 
lar thing; I am aware that it might generally be concluded, among the 
people, that this effort on our part is nothing more than a demand to stop 
buying all these nice things. This, however, is by no means our intention; 
all we want to do is illustrate the causes of this very clever and hidden, 
inhuman process of exploitation which is more effective than ever before 
today. 


_ In his contribution to Point 2 of our theses. Comrade V. Varga 
/See Translations on International Communist Developments No. 705, JPRSs 
2 9»^3S7 says very modestly and plainly that "Soviet foreign policy has 
not made correct use of peaceful coexistence;" well, now, we might 
just about accept that as the opinion of one comrade. But when he 
says, right after that, that American Imperialism is certain today that 
the Soviet Union would "not take any action" in any imperialist attacks 
or aggression against the revolutionary movements and socialist countries, 



and when he lists the examples of Cuba, the Congo, and Vietnam, then we 
must very energetically reject such ideas. The charge that the Soviet 
Union "would not take any action" under such conditions can no longer be 
explained in the light of superficiality or thoughtlessness. During the 
dramatic hours of the Cuban crisis the Soviet Union faced the alternative 
of atomic war or watching a working government being overthrown from the 
outside. In this situation, which the American imperialists pushed to the 
extreme, no statement, no matter how emphatic, to the effect that all of 
the antiimperialist forces "will" defend themselves, could have helped at 
that time. Still, the peace was preserved, Cuba was saved, despite the fact 
that the Soviet Union was very far away and despite the fact that the imperi¬ 
alist superpower was very close by. This is quite in line with the basic 
principle of peaceful coexistence, that is to say, that no disputed issues 
of international policy justify an atomic war. As far as the Congo and 
Vietnam are concerned, anyone who knows anything at all about this knows 
that the Soviet Union has done everything and is still doing everything it 
can, on the basis of the special conditions prevailing there. 

On Point 5 of our theses, Comrade Varga said that the struggle for 
certain gradual, phase by phase objectives does not constitute a road to 
socialism. We consider the process of the transformation of society, among 
others, also as a way and we consider the various stations along this way 
as goals, in other words, as intermediate objectives. The comrade repeats 
on several occasions that the decisive thing here is the elimination of the 
capitalist state; this is precisely why we want to fight our struggle in a 
way which will be in keeping with the present-day general and special con¬ 
ditions. We want to pay very close attention to everything that is between 
us and our goal, between today and the disappearance of capitalism; this is 
why we cannot refrain from fighting for these methods. By the way, we cannot 
avoid getting the impression that both of these opinions are supposed to 
advocate a "big leap," although one of them would certainly end at the bottom 
of the canyon while the other would definitely fall short of the target. 
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF 

THE COMMUNIST STUDENTS* UNION 


[Following is a translation of an unsigned article entitled, 
"Resolution Issued by the National Committee of the UEC" in 
the French-language daily organ of the French CP, L , Humanite 
(Humanity), Paris, 8 April 1965, page 5.] 

The National Committee of the U.E.C. (L'Union des Etudiants 
Communistes - The Communist Students' Union): 

'•The Study of Party policy must constantly be related to the 
prospective students'struggles." 


The meeting of the National Committee of the UEC, which recently took 
place, adopted an important resolution on organizational problems. With it, 
the National Committee invites the communist students to study the documents 
of the 8th Congress and states: 

"Restating the concepts guiding the organization and political line 
of the Party toward the UEC, the Congress pointed out that it could not be 
conceived on a narrow scale. This implies a real study of the Party policy. 
The C. N. (Comite National - National Committee) urges the organization to 
study this policy (especially materials of the 8th Congress and the document 
entitled "The Communist Party and The Students" published in France Nouvelle 
(New France)) relating a careful consideration of the Party's text to the 
examination of its daily activity." 

The resolution also reads: 

"The study of our orientation, of the Party policy and its theoretical 
foundations must constantly be related to the UEC prospective development 
and the students' struggles in the University, thus allowing the Union to 
engage in a creative and original activity contributing to the improvement 
of Party policy. Thus, the C. N. urges the organization to promote: 



" - The struggle for immediate and future student demands, and pre¬ 
parations for a national conference of subsidized students. 

" - Solidarity with the Vietnamese people and the struggle for peace 
in Vietnam. 

" - The active preparation of a 9th Youth and Students Festival which 
will take place in Algiers next summer." 
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NORWEGIAN CP CONGRESS CALLS FOR GREATER DEMOCRATIZATION 


[Following is a translation of an unsigned article 
entitled, "Renewal and Expansion of Democracy - 
Statement of the Xlth National Congress of the 
Norwegian Communist Party concerning the Tasks of 
the Norwegian Y/orkers Movement" in the Norwegian- 
language daily newspaper of the Norwegian Com¬ 
munist Party Friheten (Freedom), Oslo, 2 April 
1965, pages 5 and 12.] 


In our times political developments continue at a fast 
pace. In the course of a few years only, the entire worldwide 
system of open colonial suppression has collapsed. New coun¬ 
tries are achieving their national liberation. The capitalist 
system is losing ground, whereas the socialist system is being 
strengthened in its power at a rapid rate. Socialism attracts 
an increasingly greater number of followers on a worldwide 
scale. New nations and new countries are starting to take the 
socialist course. Socialism is about to renev/ the world. 

However, the peoples of the world are faced with serious 
and dangerous problems. The armament race continues, resulting 
in a tremendous waste of values. Thousands of atomic bombs are 
hanging over the world as a menace. In their attempts to keep 
other countries and peoples under their constant rule, the 
imperialist countries constantly create situations which may 
lead to a catastrophic worldwide war. The operations of the 
United States in Vietnam today constitute a dangerous example. 

German militarism has again regained its freedom in 
V/est Germany. It entails an increasingly great danger of war 
also in Europe. However, the forces which are desirous of 
peace in the world are so strong that they can prevent war by 
acting jointly. 

The socialist world, the new nations and the active 
struggle in favor of peace in all countries waged by the 
people, constitute the safest defense against the danger of 
war. Faced with the prospect of the joint forces of these 
countries and movements the war adventurers can be prevented 
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from waging war and the policy of peaceful coexistence is 
given possibilities of opening up a way toward a safe and 
peaceful world. 

The Norwegian Communist Party (NCP) considers it its 
task to see to it that the Norwegian people fight all provoca¬ 
tions of war in an active manner, and step forward at the in¬ 
ternational level as a force working in favor of the relaxa¬ 
tion of tensions, disarmament, and peace. 

In this work we oppose all racial discrimination: we 
condemn it as inhuman. We want our people to voice their sup¬ 
port of the national liberation movements in an active manner 
since these movements involve the fight for freedom and the 
right of self-determination. 

National independence is a premise for the possibility 
of the Norwegian people to shape the future of Norway. Being 
a peaceful nation we will thereby be given an opportunity for 
working in favor of peace, peaceful coexistence, a relaxation 
of tensions, and total disarmament. Even if Norway is a coun¬ 
try with a small population, Norway can play a positive role 
in international policy. 

The Norwegian people must be on their guard against at¬ 
tempts to maneuver Norway into the Common Market and similar 
economic and political blocs, which would limit further our 
national right of self-determination in Important sectors. 

The guide-line for the connections of Norway with the other 
countries in the economic and political fields must read as 
follows: Norway and the entire world.' 

Broad Movement in Favor of More Government by the People 

Our system has gone through great changes resulting 
from a rapid technical and scientific development. 

Norway has had the benefit of a long economic period of 
transition. On account of its work in favor of Increased pro¬ 
duction, its struggle in favor of economic and social progress, 
the working people of Norway have been able to improve their 
living conditions. 

But the Improvement has not been in line with the in¬ 
crease in production. In spite of the fact that the Workers 
Party has been in power for 30 years, no progress has been 
made in favor of democratic changes under the capitalist 
system so that advancements could be provided with a firm 
basis. No measures have been taken to Introduce government by 
the people in the economy. 

On the contrary, a strong concentration of capital has 
taken place. The power of big business has increased to a 
great extent in these years resulting in its increasingly great 
influence on the policy of the government. The Workers Party 
and its government have chosen to rule together with big 


- 23 - 



business instead of ruling against it. 

To replace this policy the present job of the working 
Norwegian people is to fight for reforms which limit the power 
of big business and expand government by the people. 

Norwegian politics requires a socialist renewal, that 
is, a new policy which recognizes the course of class struggle 
by establishing a clear-cut socialist perspective. 

The class structure in Norway demonstrates that there 
exist the objective possibilities for gathering the people for 
a campaign to limit the power of big business. Such a move¬ 
ment can go much further than the workers movement and its 
parties. 

Workers, officials, farmers, and fishermen, tradesmen, 
and other occupational groups among the rank-and-file, scien¬ 
tists and technical cadres would constitute the natural allies 
for such a movement which is based on wide interests they 
have in common. 


The Main Issue for Democracy 

Through a long-lasting struggle the Norwegian people 
have obtained numerous democratic rights. Naturally, the NCP 
considers it its duty to oppose any impairment of rights. The 
communists are in favor of an expansion of democracy to all 
sectors of life. 

The expansion of the democratic rights of the people is 
a premise for the full development of the Norwegian system. 

The people themselves shall have the sovereign right to decide 
at any level what policy they want to pursue. These principles 
determine the attitude of the communists toward our peoples* 
government. 

Today, democracy — in order to free the creative forces 
in our people to a greater extent — must start to work also on 
the foundation of society, economic operations, and in the in¬ 
dustrial plants. The material and cultural growth of Norway is 
a result of the effort made by the working people. Therefore, 
every working man and woman must have the right of partici¬ 
pating in all important decisions at the place of work and in 
other sectors of society. Active work by the big unions, so¬ 
cial and cultural organizations must constitute important 
forces in our democracy; it is necessary that democracy should 
be given life and contents. Now the struggle for democracy at 
the place of work is in the forefront. 

The point under consideration is to have the workers and 
officials represented — elected by the employes themselves and 
by their organizations -- to work in the management of big con¬ 
cerns, on boards and councils so that a way is opened up for 
true co-determination and control. 

If democracy is to be expanded and renewed, the general 
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public must secure for itself the ruling power over the im¬ 
portant investment and financial sources, and lead an invest¬ 
ment and financial policy in the interests of the country and 
the people. Important representation of the general public in 
the big private enterprises and with regard to laws which give 
the State supervision over the loans granted by the banks, and 
the establishment of a State bank would constitute the first 
steps in this direction. The loan policy of the insurance 
companies must also be brought under the control of the general 
public. 

In order to gain full control over the vital key posi¬ 
tions in the economy, the big banks, first of all Den norsake 
Creditbank, Bergens Privatbank and Christiania Bank og Kredit- 
kasse, as well as monopolist key plants must be taken over by 
the general public. 

The NCP will consider it its responsibility at the 
local, provincial, and national levels to take the initiative 
in favor of a democratic process of advancement at the highest 
speed possible. 

Government by the people must be secured and expanded 
in the nation and at the local level. It is particularly 
important to stop the present development under which power 
is transferred from gremiums elected by the people such as the 
Norwegian Parliament and the local governments, to administra¬ 
tive agencies. 

The formation of huge administrative units entails the 
danger of an undemocratic office rule at the expense of the 
government by the people at the local level. A decentraliza¬ 
tion of administrative functions must be realized in all large 
local communities; such decentralization must bring the re¬ 
sponsible executive agencies nearer to the rank-and-file and 
the problems of the ordinary people. In connection with this 
an important task in all local government units is to take 
countermeasures against the increasing intervention of the 
state which destroys local self-government. 

To secure local self-government and a government by the 
people in the local communities is a problem which greatly af¬ 
fects the well being of the people and democratic development. 

A completely fair election system must be established 
which provides us with a parliament which agrees with the 
number of votes all over Norway. Democratic reforms which 
permit the possibility of dissolving the Norwegian parliament 
and the holding of new elections must be realized. The NCP 
wants to hold elections on Issues which are vital to the life 
of the people and the country. 

The NCP considers it its Job to work in favor of a re¬ 
newal of the entire policy of the workers movement in Norway. 
The policy will make use of all the valuable elements from 
the democratic traditions of Norway; its final goal will be 
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the establishment of a parliamentary socialist republic. 

Strong Efforts by the General Public in Favor 
of a Development of Norway 

Under the prevailing capitalist conditions the develop¬ 
ment of Norway takes place in an increasingly wrong direction. 
Sections of the country and the villages are threatened by 
migration from those same areas. If this development is to 
stop then the general public must take the necessary measures 
to channel investments to areas with little industry by con¬ 
trolling and regulating investments! by comprehensive invest¬ 
ment by the State, by measures and funds from the State in 
order to develop big or small centers all over the country. 

Industrial development can be achieved by investments 
of the State and under private management. In accordance with 
the task of making the economy more democratic, the great in¬ 
dustrial problems must be solved by direct measures of the 
State. Today, it will be practical to leave small industrial 
problems to private initiative. Society must stimulate 
measures which facilitate the establishment of new industries 
at places which need them most. 

At the local, provincial, and national levels the NCP 
will deal with these issues in a concrete manner and take the 
initiative on the basis of surveys concerning demands and pos¬ 
sibilities. It will be natural to seek cooperation from all 
who are interested in a solution of these problems to the 
benefit of the country as a whole as soon as possible. 

The development of agriculture, forestry, and fishing 
must take place against the background of the interests of 
society and of man. Instead of making it more difficult for 
small farmers the present task is to make life easier for 
them. It is necessary in terms of society as a whole and for 
the individual, to secure the existence of the villages. 

To secure a sound economic development it is necessary 
to stop the rise in prices. Inflation is not necessary for 
securing full employment and economic expansion. Inflation 
has a highly undermining impact for the economy and creates 
unrest to an increasingly great extent. The wage earners are 
the first to suffer from higher prices. To safeguard their 
interests, it is therefore necessary to make use of the price 
law and its authority. As a link in the price policy, society 
must intervene in a definite manner against the big profits 
which big business harvests. 

The great increase in productivity shows that the re¬ 
duction of working hours can be effected at a much faster rate. 
Automation and constantly increasing intensity of work empha¬ 
size the necessity of putting the 5-day week and the reduction 
of working hours to 40 hours per week on the agenda 



for the entire workers movement as one of the reforms which 
must be realized in the near future. 

In the social and cultural sectors we find tasks which 
must be solved in the future. Social security must be develop¬ 
ed in such a manner that nobod;, is too old to benefit from 
this social progress. Everybody -- regardless of previous in¬ 
come -- must be given a sufficient pension in old age. 
housing construction must oe greatly expanded to at lease 40- 
50,000 new apartments per annum, and lending terms must be 
such that everybody can have the means to obtain a proper 
apartment. Interest rates for housing loans should not be in¬ 
creased. Subsidizing loans should be maintained. The 9-year 
elementary school must be expanded rapidly all over Norway on 
the principle that all young people regardless of where they 
live and regardless of the economic position of the family, 
must have equal rights and possibilities for general education 
which opens up additional schooling. The time we live in puts 
a premium on knowledge, and society must provide young people 
with an opportunity in this respect. Everybody must be given 
access to the cultural effects. Research is a responsibility 
of the general public of a high order. 

Liberation from NATO 

The 11th National Congress of the NCP emphasizes that 
the struggle for peace and the prevention of a new world war 
is the main task of all communists today. As a nation, Norway 
must make a positive contribution in favor of the cause of 
peace, the development of international conditions which are 
based on the principles of peaceful coexistence. 

In the course of the coming session of the Norwegian 
parliament there will be a possibility of cancelling member¬ 
ship in NATO as provided in the agreement. Norway must free 
itself from this relationship with the great imperialist 
powers; Instead, It must establish a neutral status which is 
guaranteed by the big powers. The question of a Nordic 
Neutrality Federation must be taken up for study. A neutral 
group of countries in the North, free from alliances, would be 
a peace-creating factor of greatest significance. 

Also, before Norway liberates itself from NATO there 
exist possibilities for taking the initiative in favor of a 
relaxation of tensions. The Norwegian authorities must final¬ 
ly stop accepting all measures and provocatory acts of the 
United States and other imperialist •'allies” in a servile man¬ 
ner, and must have the courage of maintaining an independent 
standpoint. 

In NATO Norway must definitely oppose the establishment 
of multilateral atomic units and other measures which consti¬ 
tute an actual spreading of atomic weapons. Norwegian policy 
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on the question of bases must make the following point in a 
consistent manner: installations for military forces of other 
countries must be discontinued. The stopping of all military 
exercises with troops of other countries. Norwegian soldiers 
under Norwegian command.* 

A Norwegian initiative in favor of the establishment of 
an atomic-free zone based on a contract would constitute a 
significant contribution in favor of a relaxation of tensions. 
The determination of our people to defend their national free¬ 
dom must not be abused in the atomic strategy of the balance 
of terror. The national convention presents the platform of 
the Party in favor of a defense of neutrality, an independent, 
democratic and national military force which agrees with the 
natural conditions of Norway. 

The NCP propounds a basic attitude in favor of total 
disarmament preceded by a reduction of armaments. The Party 
will press Norway to take the initiative to further this 
development and it will give positive examples itself. The 
United Nations must be strengthened as an important factor for 
securing peace and international cooperation. 

Unity of the Workers Movement 

If the working people of Norway are to realize the great 
and decisive advancement in favor of an expanded democracy, and 
if it is to create a socialist renewal, then a higher degree of 
coherence and a greater unity of the workers movement is re¬ 
quired. The fact that in Norway there is a strong and uniform 
labor union movement establishes a solid and class basis for 
the development of unity in the union, economic and political 
sectors. 

The participation of the labor union movement in the 
political activities of the workers movement is of great im¬ 
portance. Ways and means must be found to gather the labor 
union people for active political action in favor of common 
demands. The NCP considers membership in a political party a 
personal matter and is therefore basically against a collec¬ 
tive membership in political parties. 

A great difficulty that has occurred in the work for a 
joint position is the fact that we have three political parties 
in the workers movement today. It is necessary to respect the 
right of each party to look for new members, but it is also 
necessary that the people inside these parties must see that a 
joint position is of benefit to the entire workers movement. 

Divergences of opinion on the basic and practical 
political issues are no obstacle to gather forces for the 
solution of issues on which we have views in common. Through 
a joint struggle for Issues of common interest the best 
foundation is established for unity in the workers movement. 
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If results are to be achieved in this direction, then efforts 
must be made in this matter in all three parties. 

For its part, the NCP will help establish a friendly 
climate among all workers, men and women, and at the places of 
work, as well as in the organizations of the workers, officials, 
fishermen, and farmers. 

Such a relationship forms the basis for a strong unity. 

In this manner the NCP wants to work in order to open 
up a way for the renewal of the entire workers movement which 
may lead our people toward great advancement in the future. 

The NCP appeals to the workers to gather forces in 
order to lead our people further ahead through an expansion of 
democracy toward a socialist society. 
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GEORG LARSEN PROTESTS IDEA OF COOPERATION BETWEEN NORWEGIAN 
CP AND NORWEGIAN LABOR PARTI 


[Following is a translation of an article by 
Georg Larsen entitled "Defeatism and Gross 
Opportunism" in the Norwegian-language daily 
newspaper of the Communist Party of Norway 
Frlheten (Freedom), Oslo, 2 April 1965, 
page 10.] 

This contribution to the discussion within the Party is 
being written while the National Congress is still in ses¬ 
sion. Thus it comes a little 'post festum'} but 1 still hope 
that Frlheten will give me space. 

With my modest ability, and as far as my strength has 
permitted me to do so, 1 have participated in the political 
and labor union activities for 50 years} according to the view 
of a few Party members, I thus belong to the category of peo¬ 
ple who are to take their hats and leave — probably under the 
mottoi 'The Negro has done its duty} the Negro may go.' — 

But since I have never given up the battle field without any 
sword cut and since I do not plan to give up as long as I can 
breathe and have any will power in me, I will come up with a 
few remarks on the address which, at least in my view, is the 
worst aberration of the discussion in the Party. 

Gunnar Brostigen's* contribution, which was sufficiently 
answered and counteracted by Arne Pettersen,*came as a pro¬ 
visional climax on a "new orientation" and terminology and as 
a categorical demand to remove the leading comrades. - Has 
Gunnar Brostigen really tried to come to grips with and to 
evaluate, in an objective manner, the almost insurmountable 
difficulties our comrades in the leadership of the Party had 
to cope with? - Has Brostigen, in his analysis, taken appro¬ 
priate regard for the tremendous inimical propaganda apparatus 
of our adversaries which they had available in the past and 
still have at the present time in their struggle against our 
Party? - Through our press and other media we are in contact 
with a few thousand people in our country, on account of our 
limited funds, whereas our opponents, thanks to their almost 
unlimited funds can approach hundreds of thousands of people 

♦/See Translations on International Communist Developments No. 700 , 
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every day. - Perhaps Brostieen should have thought about this 
important fact a little more thoroughly before direction his 
guns against leading comrades who, according to his view, are 
no good and have practically committed only political errors. 

It is always easy to be a wise guy afterwards; but it 
has not been as easy for those who were responsible for the 
policy of our Party through all the stormy years that the 
Party experienced and endured. 

It would lead us too far afield and require too much 
space to give a polemical comment in an article on the very 
many contributions which, I think, are typical examples of 
defeatism and opportunism. Still, there is one contribution I 
should like to take up: that is, the article by Aino Grtfhn on 
26 March 1965. This article must be called a "new orienta¬ 
tion" from top to bottom in connection with political juggling. 
It was a confusing element in the discussion. Among other 
things Aino Gr^hn wrote the following; "We cannot deny that 
there has been a past; above all, the cornerstone is the 
Workers Party; then comes the policy of the Socialist Peoples 
Party within the workers movement; anti-communism. The Nor¬ 
wegian Workers Party has chosen this course and has practiced 
it with great success .... " After making this salvo against 
the Workers Party, Aino Grehn arrives at the following con¬ 
clusion: "Let us abandon old prejudices, and let us see to it, 
together with the workers who belong to the Workers Party, 
that no right-wing party or other bourgeois party will take 
over the government in Norway. After the election, we can 
continue to fight for our views to ensure that they shall be¬ 
come the determining ideas." 

I would like to say that it is really difficult to ex¬ 
press such a lot of idle talk and nonsense. First, we are 
supposed to see to it that the adherents of NATO, the compul¬ 
sory wage committees, the bourgeois and unsocial housing 
policy, the clear-cut anti-communism, etc. are elected to the 
Norwegian parliament and then we are supposed to fight with 
the same people so that "our views ... become the determining 
ideas." I do not shrunk from saying that the "new orienta¬ 
tion" which Aino Grtfhn pretends to accept, is not only lacking 
in logic to the greatest extent, but is simply on expression 
of defeatism and gross opportunism. 

I read in the newspapers and I hear it on the radio and 
see it on television that the comrades in Bergen have decided 
not to nominate a ticket for the elections to the Norwegian 
parliament in the fall. They ask our people to vote for the 
Workers Party, as far as is known, without reservations of any 
kind. Thus Aino Gridin will probably utter a sigh of relief, 
along with his like-minded comrades: "We managed it." 

I wonder whether Aino Grefha and other Party comrades in 
Bergen right now have the words of Peer Gynt in their minds, 
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who said: "We go along on the horse, but we protest before the 
whole world." 

Finally, in spite of all confusion and various forms of 
"new orientation," it is encouraging to read, in these days, 
feeling it as a kind of balm on an open wound, what 0ivind 
Bolstad, Harald Saehle, Liv Godager, Line Dedichen, Jens Nord, 
and other persons have to say. Thank you, comrades. 
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FRIHETEN ON 'PEACEFUL TRANSITION TO SOCIALISM' 


[Following is a translation of an article by 
Halvard Lrfnnestad entitled "Transition to 
Socialism" in the Norwegian-language daily 
newspaper of the Communist Party of Norway 
Frlheten (Freedom), Oslo, 2 April 1965» 
page 10.] 

In our discussion we have heard statements which may 
convey the impression that there are divergences of opinion 
concerning the extent to which we shall advocate a peaceful 
transition. 

This may be a deviation from the point under discussion 
concerning the period of transition. 

The point at issue is the fact that we believe the 
transition can take place with the aid of the parliamentary 
system which we have in Norway. 

The lack of clarity in the discussion is, for example, 
reflected in the following statement; "The day on which the 
transition will take place ... " 

Naturally, the examples of countries in which the means 
of production have been transferred to the property of the 
general public establishes a kind of basis for ideas on transi¬ 
tion. Up to now, no country has made the transition under a 
parliamentary system such as we have in Norway. 

If we consider our parliamentary system as a means by 
which use may possibly be made for a change of our system, 
then there cannot be much talk of "the day on which ... " etc. 
The transition becomes a process in which all of the small 
measures that we take today and each day in the future, must 
be considered a step in the direction of a peaceful change of 
our system. 

Seen under this aspect it is necessary to put our at¬ 
titude toward the parliamentary system to the fore. Thus we 
can hope that the discussion of this point will not deviate 
and deal with a construed and unrealistic problem structure 
in favor, or against, a peaceful transition. 

A detailed description of the development of the 
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peaceful transition gives our fundamental platform which points 
out that the "NCP considers a parliamentary socialist republic 
a historically natural type of state for our country." 
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HENRY KNUTZEN QUESTIONS WORTH OF PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE 


[Following is a translation of an article by 
Henry Knutzen entitled "1 suppose, I am a 
Dogmatist" in the Norwegian-language daily 
newspaper of the Communist Party of Norway 
Frlheten (Freedom), Oslo, 2 April 1965* 
page 10.] 


The time has gone when the communist world was consider¬ 
ed an entity which could not be broken up. With Stalin, that 
highly respected and at the same time highly defamed state 
leader, all traces of a united attitude disappeared for which 
the communist bloc was a genuine symbol. 

What is left is a movement certainly of great dimen¬ 
sions but characterized by Internal splits and a lack of deter¬ 
mination. What good is it if space ships and space crews fly 
around the world as a demonstration of the superiority of 
socialism if the imperialists, in the wake of an agreement on 
peaceful coexistence, can destroy city after city with their 
bombs. What help do the fighting peoples in Vietnam, the 
Congo and the rest of the world get through an agreement which 
is respected only by the naive party? 

Today, peaceful coexistence is of little values It must 
rather be considered a non-aggression pact between the two big 
powers with a guarantee of free hands in all situations that 
do not affect the national interests of the counterpart in a 
direct manner. In brief, this is an arrangement which is 
precisely what the imperailists like. 

If, on the other hand, there are parts of the socialist 
world which do not appear to see the advantages resulting from 
a peaceful attitude toward the West but are highly doubtful, 
then the time is ripe for a clear-cut decision. In the course 
of the past few years with their new political approach, 
everybody was considered a sectarian and dogmatist if he did 
not understand the blessings derived from a peaceful coopera¬ 
tion with our imperialist brothers in the West. 

The new political approach applied by various countries 



has spread in the same manner as rings in the water; while 
bombs and gas warfare are spread with the intention of killing, 
the new revisionist approach is spread to the same end, namely 
paralysis, death, and confusion in the minds of people. When 
we see to what extent this new way of thinking has developed 
and what damage it has done to the international communist 
movement -- not at least to our Norwegian movement — then 
there should be agreement on the next Item of the agenda! "Let 
us fight against revisionism". 
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FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
ON THE 19-PARTY MOSCOW MEETING 


/Following is a translation of an unsigned article entitled, 
"French CP Central Committee Resolution on the 19-Party Moscow 
Meeting" in the French-language daily organ of the French CP, 
L^umanite (Humanity), Paris, 2 April 1965, page 7J 


The Central Committee of the French Communist Party, which met in 
Saint Denis on 31 March and 1 April 1965, heard a report from Comrade 
Raymond Guyot, member of the Political Bureau on the work of the consultative 
meeting of the representatives of the 19 Communist and Labor Parties held 
in Moscow from 1 to 5 March 1965. The Committee approved the work of the 
delegation of the French Communist Party at the meeting. 

The Central Committee is satisfied that the consultative meeting 
reached its goal: to find better means to strengthen, in a brotherly and 
constructive spirit, the cohesion of the communist and international workers 
movement in its struggle against imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism 
and for democracy and socialism. 

The consultative meeting stated in its unanimously adopted final 
communique, that the current prevailing trend in world development lies in 
the strengthening of the socialist position, in the upsurge of the national 
liberation and international labor movements, and in the growth of forces 
struggling to safeguard and consolidate peace. At the same time, inter¬ 
national reaction and, above all, American imperialism, are intensifying 
their activity in different parts of the world, trying to aggravate the 
situation, perpetrating acts of aggression against socialist countries, 
against countries which have rejected colonialism, and against the revo¬ 
lutionary movement of the peoples. 

Under these circumstances, the Central Committee subscribes to the 
major idea of the communique which states that, the active unity of the 
international communist movement which binds all forces of progress of our 
time, is,more than ever, necessary. 



By weakening this unity, the existence of differences within the 
international communist movement prejudices the cause of peace, national 
liberation and communism. This is the reason why the consultative meeting 
called upon all the brotherly parties to raise even higher their feeling of 
international responsibility and participate with all their might in the 
common action demanded in the struggle against the common adversary, 
imperialism. 

The Moscow consultative meeting has thus given extensive evidence of 
the active solidarity among the represented Parties with the heroic Vietnam¬ 
ese people, with the Labor Party of Vietnam, and has appealed for the 
strengthening of international solidarity against the imperialism of the 
United States of America. The French Communist Party will pursue and 
intensify its struggle for the freedom of the Vietnamese people, victim of 
imperialism and colonialism. At a time when American aggressors are in¬ 
creasing their barbaric activities and creating a serious danger of a world 
war, this struggle becomes a vital task which must be shared by all those 
who are concerned with peace and the future of mankind. 

The differences existing within the international communist movement 
should not prevent the common action by all the brotherly parties against 
imperialism. On the contrary, such concerted actions will contribute to 
the creation of favorable conditions leading to the overcoming of these 
differences. 

To this end, the French Communist Party has assumed, in the latest 
stage of the struggle, numerous political and practical initiatives with a 
view to strengthening its brotherly relations and active cooperation with 
all the brotherly parties. It will devote all its energy in this direction, 
anxious to encourage boldly the development of the common struggle of our 
Parties in the interest of the working masses and of the peoples. It is in 
that spirit that the French Communist Party has proposed to the communist 
parties of the capitalist countries of Europe to hold a conference which 
would examine some of the problems and common tasks facing these parties. 
Speaking for itself, the French Communist Party thinks that the agenda of 
this conference should include the fight against the creation of a multi¬ 
lateral striking force but for European security, peace in Vietnam and 
solidarity with the Vietnamese and Spanish people. 

Together with the parties represented at the consultative meeting, 
the French Communist Party also stands for the suppression of all polemics 
assuming an unfriendly and offensive attitude toward brotherly parties, and 
for the strict adherence to the rules unanimously adopted at the 1957 and 
1960 conferences, concerning relations between parties - rules which particu¬ 
larly forbid dissident activities and interference by any one party in the 
domestic affairs of any other party. 

The French Communist Party shares, without reservation, the view that 
the holding of a new international conference of communist parties is fully 
consistent with the interests of an international communist labor movement 
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An international conference, collectively prepared and developing on the 
basis of equal rights for all, would help jointly determine the general line 
of the entire movement. The important changes which took place in the inter¬ 
national situation since the last conference to the advantage of the forces 
of peace, national liberation and socialism would be taken into considera¬ 
tion. On the basis of the ideas of Marxism-Leninism, of proletarian inter¬ 
nationalism and the general line of the 1957 and 1960 Declarations, the 
conference would contribute to the cohesion of the international communist 
labor movement and, thus, would increase tenfold its combat potential. 

Consequently, the French Communist Party supports the resolution put 
forth at the meeting of the 19 brotherly parties for such a conference pre¬ 
pared on an active, careful and broadly collective basis. It also particu¬ 
larly favors the holding of a consultative preliminary meeting of the 81 
parties which took part in the 1960 International Conference. 

Conscious of its international duties, the French Communist Party 
will, steadfastly, contribute to the implementation of the goals suggested 
to the brotherly parties by the participants to the Moscow Consultative 
Meeting for the strengthening of the unity within the comnunist ranks on a 
Marxist-Leninist basis, serving the fundamental interests and historical 
objectives of the working class. 
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ITALIAN COMMUNIST ORGAN EXPLORES POSSIBILITIES 
OF RAPPROCHEMENT WITH CATHOLICS 


1 • Cesare Luporini: 11 Religion and Problems of the World Tbday N 
2* Roger Garaudy: M How to Build the City of Men 11 

3. Luciano Gruppis M The Debate in the USSR" 


1 • Religion and Problems of the World Today 

[Following is & translation of an article by Cesare Luporini, 
entitled "Religion and Problems of the World Today," in II 
Contemporaneo (The Contemporary), monthly supplement of the 
weekly theoretical organ of the Italian Communist Party y 
Rinascita (Rebirth), Rome y 27 March 1965, pages 5 and 6*] 

The relationship between communism and religion in today*s world 
is very concretely a relationship between communism and religions (i 
refer primarily to the great historic religions of humanity) 9 because of 
the world-wide dissemination of our mowement as a great, real force, and 
at the same time a great moral force, the future of which is henceforth 
indissolubly linked with the future of mankind* And then, if one takes 
into account the fact, not only that the communists are in power in such 
a large part of the world (in other words, in spite of internal differ¬ 
ences, there exists a socialist camp), but that the national - anti¬ 
imperialist revolutions of so many peoples once "colonized," or, as they 
say, "underdeveloped," are, to a great extent, impelled by their own in¬ 
ternal dynamics in the direction of socialism, even when not led by com¬ 
munists, and that this leads to an ever more obvious rapprochement and 
similarity between them and the communists, and between the principles 
to which they initially adhere and the principles of communism and Marx¬ 
ism, the framework grows even larger* And it is now within that frame¬ 
work that we must put the theme of the relationship between "the commun¬ 
ist world" and "the Catholic world*" 

The Catholic Church itself, moreover, acknowledges this situation 
in its own way* This, it seems to me, is the historical (in the sense 
of world history) meaning of its recent "watchword," if we may so call 
it; the summons to become the "Church of dialogue"! "dialogue with the 
world," dialogue with the "modern world*" This it is doing not only 
formally, as it has more or less always done (in order primarily to 
overcome attacks and charges from outside), but rather in an effort to 
find a common ground for a positive relationship* This occurs not only 
in the exciting and dramatic, and in part still fluid, arena of the 
Council; but it is already, to some extent, clearly codified in the com¬ 
pass bearings expressed in the first encyclical by the reigning Pontiff, 
Paul VI, Ecclesiam suam (6 August 1964)* 




Here, very significantly, we find a reference to what te may call 
the theory of concentric circles: in the center, naturally, stands the 
Catholic Church and religion, and ve are relegated to the most distant 
circle. 


There is a formal reiteration of the old charges of "ideological 
systems vhich deny God and oppress the Church, systems which are often 
identified with economic, social and political regimes, amongst vhich 
atheistic communism is the chief." But current interest lies in vhat 
appears immediately thereafter: "It could be said that it is not so 
much that we condemn these systems and regimes as that they express 
their radical opposition to us in thought and deed. Our regret is, in 
reality, more sorrow for a victim than the sentence of a judge." And it 
ends on this point, recalling [the encyclical] Paceni in terris , "the 
doctrines of such movements, once elaborated and defined, remain always 
the same, whereas the movements themselves cannot help but evolve and 
undergo changes, even of a profound nature, and we do not despair that 
they may one day be able to enter into a more positive dialogue with the 
Church than the present one that we now of necessity deplore and lament/ 

It is very easy, of course, to find in these words (and, even eas¬ 
ier, in a number of deeds) evidence of the cessation or the slowing down 
or the great impetus and opening of the final phase of the papacy of 
John XXIII. But even here, 1 believe, it is important to distinguish 
what is happening on the immediate, "tactical," plane from the historic 
and "strategic" background of the question. If, for example, we com¬ 
pare the words I have quoted with the uanichaeism of Pius XI*s Divini 
redemptoris, and with the crusading and excommunicating spirit which 
animated his successor, there is an abyss between them. It appears that 
something irreversible has now happened, vhich is reflected even in the 
field of doctrine. I believe that it is not without significance that 
in the Ecclesiam suam we find the passage on "modern atheism" inserted 
in among those statements quoted above. 

Here, too, the spirit of censure gives way to "pastoral reflec¬ 
tion," which leads to a search for the "motives" for this atheism, and 
to caution in "judging them" in intimate relationship with an element 
of self-criticism aimed at establishing a "higher and purer" religiosity. 
And that search is already oriented by the emphasis on values present in 
"modern atheism" on the plane of morality, progress and rationality; and 
the task emerges of leading them bacl^ in accordance with vhat would hare 
been their own logic, into the channel of Catholic interpretation of 
life and of the universe. This is, perhaps, nothing new, by comparison 
with the more noteworthy meditation of contemporary Christian thinkers 
and theologians. But, if I am not mistaken, the novelty resides in the 
appearance of these ideas in an official document of such a kind and of 
such authority. 

Naturally, the "Catholic world" does not consist only of papal 
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encyclicals; it is something very complex, linked vith historic, poli¬ 
tical and social reality in various guises, which are today particularly 
contradictory, not only at the base, but also, and not without making 
themselves sharply felt, at the summit of its own organization and lead¬ 
ership. The fact remains that with Pope John the Catholic world re¬ 
ceived a revolutionary impetus, the earlier ferments of which were, in¬ 
deed, visible, but of which no one could have foreseen that shape and 
scope. It provides a historic benchmark from which must be judged all 
further developments, whatever character they may assume. And it is, 
henceforth, from there that today, in concrete terms and for the fore¬ 
seeable future, is posed the problem of relations with communism. To- 
gliatti perceived and strongly underlined this benchmark. Or, rather, 
he personally came to estimate its potential in which I would call ex¬ 
treme terms. Here are his words, in an interview which is not yet very 
well known ([NoteJ: the interview appeared in La Nazione [The NationJ 
of 26 August 1963, and is the result of a meeting with the journalist 
Tier Francesco Listri): "Fifty years from now? I may be mistaken, but 
the world will be dominated by us and by the Catholics, and we shall 
certainly find areas of mutual collaboration. I see no similar prospect 
in the other forces; or, at any rate, none which has so much moral im¬ 
petus, or is so freighted with substantial conviction as these two." 

[Note]: The reservation I cannot help making (even taking into 
account the fact that the quotations are from an interview) does not 
concern a temporal future which may, to some extent, be foreseen, of the 
religious factor, but what seems to be Togliatti's failure to evaluate 
the evolutionary and adaptive possibilities under the impulse of social 
and political reality, of humanity's other great historic religions, 
such as the Afro-Asian. This is not an abstract reservation, because, 
for example, the current renewal, of which we are coming to hear, of im¬ 
portant sectors of Islam on the basis of an ethico-theological reinter¬ 
pretation from the viewpoint of a socialist society, is indubitably a 
fact of great importance which should be pondered. 

But he added: "Perhaps the more intelligent Catholics also know 
these things, and know the direction is going, but are afraid. They are 
afraid, for example, of examining thoroughly that great phenomenon which 
was John's pontificate. It is not merely a matter of immediate peace, 
but of a loftier human understanding, of a reciprocal rapprochement 
which we shall find." And, again: "The immediate meaning of the pheno¬ 
menon of Tope John was that he created a Catholicism responsible for 
policy. These are the premises for the transformation of the world." 

"Areas of mutual collaboration," "reciprocal rapprochement" (in 
order to build together, be it noted, a new society) obviously does not 
mean mingling the two currents in the sense of an "ideological compro¬ 
mise." But I also feel that it would be entirely illusory and mistaken 
to think that this could be merely a rapprochement in practical aflairs t 
without dootrinal repercussions on both sides. Ideological compromise 
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(or patchwork), i.e., theoretical syncretism, is one thing; evolution 
of doctrine, partial revision of theory (or of its commonest interpre¬ 
tation) is something entirely difi'erent. Moreover, the facts, among 
our own selves, at least in an incijiont way, are there to prove it, as 
we shall shortly see. Nor, on this account, is there cause to fear any 
abdication of fundamental principles• 

But at this point a word of clarification is needed. Expressions 
like "dialogue" or "relationships between the coianunist world and the 
Catholic world" are very general. At a certain point, in order to avoid 
confusion (and I think there already is a certain amount of confusion, 
at any rate among ourselves), it is necessary to distinguish between the 
various levels at which the dialogue itself takes place (if, itideed, it 
does take place). There are, 1 believe, basically three levels: the 
philosophical level, the social level (and the doctrines relating to it), 
and tue political level.(which also has practical and theoretical as¬ 
pects). I think the distinction is important in practice, too: in the 
concrete complexity of the historic situation, there may be advances (or 
retreats) on one level and not on another, even though in the long run 
the process cannot fail to become unified. 

And now we can ask ourselves what is the point of further so far 
reached, at least by us communists? I believe that it continues to be 
the one expressed in the thesis approved by the Tenth Congress of the 
PCI [Partito Comutiista Italiano; Italian Communist Party], which stimu¬ 
lated so much discussion (primarily in our own ranks): "It is a ques¬ 
tion of comprehending how the aspiration to a socialist society not only 
can make headway among men who have a religious faith, but that such an 
aspiration can find a stimulus in the religious conscience confronting 
the dramatic problems of the contemporary world." Now, this is a posi¬ 
tion of political doctrine (i.e., of orientation for action), which is 
for us a great harbinger of renewal, expressed in relationship to a spe¬ 
cific world-historical conditioning (the "dramatic problems of the con- 
temporary world"). To observe this does not by any means signify the 
introduction of a reservation or implicit restriction, since all theses 
of communist theory are, in principle, never set forth Tn absolute terms, 
but relatively to historic evolution. In the case in point, there is an 
irreversible point of reference: the capacity achieved by the human 
species through its most "civilized" representatives (that is, the most 
technically advanced nations) for self-destructionf or for the destruc¬ 
tion at least of the basis of civilization, causing extreme damage at 
the same time to the very sources of biological life through a thermo¬ 
nuclear war. Around this point are concentrated all the other "drama¬ 
tic" aspects of the world situation, for example, the enormous distance 
existing (and, in part, even growing) between the most technically and 
economically advanced peoples and the so-called underdeveloped peoples. 
This comes about in the new "dimensions" of the world established es¬ 
sentially today by the co-presence of the two systems, capitalist and 
socialist, in whose relationship, in turn, the dramatic aspects 
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mentioned above have their root. The foregoing is stated in the coldest 
and most objective way possible. There is no doubt that these "drama¬ 
tic" world conditions are, today, also very much in the mind of the 
Catholic Church, and determine its search for orientation (for example, 
in the refusal, as finally expressed by the encyclical "Faceu in terri%" 
to accept the "balance of terror"; or in its travail in considering the 
liberation of the "colonial" peoples). 

It is on the basis of this real situation that the new position 
vis-a-vis "the religious conscience" expressed by the communists assumes 
significance. That position presupposes already a minimum of agreement 
in the search for conditions of a "stable Deace" (an expression which 
has also become part of the Catholic idiom), in order to set up within 
the field of real possibilities a maximum objective, that of the con¬ 
struction in common with the Catholics (we do not say with the Church as 
such), of the socialist society. Only, of course, in certain countries, 
like our own. A construction based not on a passive acceptance, but on 
collaboration arising, so far as they are concerned, from the heart of 
the "religious conscience" itself (since the hypothesis is precisely 
this possibility). Naturally, there is in this also a precise implicit 
demand on the Churchi the liberation# including the doctrinal libera¬ 
tion, of such a possibility. This is, obviously, something different 
and more advanced that what is already coming about, more or less pain¬ 
fully, in some socialist countries. It is also something that goes far 
beyond the so-called guarantees ; because it involves a vision which is 
correctly called pluralistic in the construction of socialism. This 
vision itself still remains almost completely to be elaborated (and, if 
possible, to be elaborated jointly). This is the innovatory scope of 
the hypothesis formulated by Italian communists; but it is foroiulated 
that it is a genuine possibility created out of new world conditions. 

And hence, for Italian communists, as a hypothesis it is already valid 
as a line of orientation and of conduct. 

Its full and open development, that is, the acceptance of such a 
possibility on the part of the Church certainly involves divers and, in¬ 
deed, profound changes in many of its current doctrines regarding "so¬ 
ciety," "justice," economics, property, and even, to some extent, the 
State and political power — changes which, nonetheless, appear possible 
on the basis of Christian principles, and, on a more or less long-term 
basis, even favorable. 

Here we must, rather, ask ourselves whether the position taken by 
Italian communists involves some change or correction or reinterpreta¬ 
tion inside the theoretical bases of Marxist communism, via-A-vis the 
religious factor. I believe this is the case, to some extent; and I be¬ 
lieve that the theoretical root of the political position (and of poli¬ 
tical doctrine) which we assumed at the Tenth Congress is still to be 
elaborated in toto. It seems to me that comrade Togliatti had become 
profoundly convinced of the need for a theoretical correction (and this 
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explains some of the overtones iu his Yalta memorandum). Tue most ex¬ 
plicit evidence oi' this is to be found in his well-known Bergamo speech 
(of 20 March 19G3), in which he said: ’’...with regard to the develop¬ 
ments of the religious conscience, we no longer accept the naive and 
mistaken idea that the extension of knowledge and the change of social 
structures would suffice to bring about radical modifications. This 
idea, deriving from eighteenth century illuuiinism and nineteenth century 
materialism, has not stood up to the test of history. The roots lie 

deeper, the transformations come about in a different way, reality is 

more complex.” 

In these words there is already an indication, not, indeed, of 

the manner and substance of the necessary correction, but the area of 

theory to which it should be applied. For it is not concerned with the 
critico-theoretical moral foundations of Marxist atheism (although it 
seems to me that even among ourselves these foundations appear frequently 
misunderstood), but rather the relationship, now and in the foreseeable 
future, between the evolution of the ”religious conscience" (where it 
pre-exists and is operative) and that general historic evolutiou toward 
socialism and communism for which we fight. This is a doctrinal correc¬ 
tion cf no little account, and here we cannot even try to sketch it. We 
can anticipate with certitude only that it does not involve any over¬ 
turning of principles, but, rather, a search for their deeper founda¬ 
tions, in the light of reality and experience: so that Marxism may be 
understood for what it really is, or ought to be, and which I cannot 
better express than in the words of Antonio Labriola — "a method of re¬ 
search and of conceptualization." (in this definition, all three of the 
interlinked terms must be of equal weight.) 

But at this point, on the subject of that "correction," the 
thought of many will inevitably fly to the famous expression about reli¬ 
gion as the "opiate of the people." It is not a question of this alone, 
however. That expression, on the contrary, maintains all its validity, 
if regarded in the context in which it was first presented, (it should 
be recalled that it belongs to one of Marx's writings in which he him¬ 
self indicated the point of departure, publicly formulated, of his in¬ 
tellectual search which led to historical materialisnu and which cannot 
be facilely ignored as "pre-Marxist.") "Spiritual aroma, ” "expression 
of real poverty" (but also " protest against real poverty") " illusory 
happiness of the people," "imaginary flowers" placed on the real chains 
of servitude| religion is seen here from the point of view of the ex¬ 
ploited classes, not in its essence, but in the historic function of 
consolation and justification which it in turn had. Indubitably there 
is for Marx a close connection between this and the essence of religion. 
This is not a point we can go into here. Suffice it to recall that that 
is the path by which Marx proceeded from the "criticism of religion" 
(Feuerbach) to the criticism of society as his proper task. Now, if, as 
we must, we take those expressions, including the "opiate of the people" 
(that is, escape into dreams and the imaginary), back to the historical 
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and cultural contexts where they originated, I do not think this will be 
greatly to the advantage of the Catholics. That "criticism of religion" 
to which llarx referied had been made in a Troteataut atmosphere, with 
everything that implies historically. If, historically there is a li¬ 
mitation on the wulidity of the expressions used at that time by llarx, it 
consists of the fact that religion 9 especially in those countries with 
a Catholic religious monopoly, was not merely an "imaginary flower" on 
the chain, but, institutionally, a link of the chain itself. This is 
still true today for many parts of our country, and for many aspects of 
its normal life, as our Catholic friends should be reminded. In this 
connection, the struggle for liberation, or lay struggle, which inti¬ 
mately concerns their religious conscience, is still far from over. 

This is the source of the "contradictions," which are merely apparent, 
in the communist policy toward them. 

The meeting ground which must be found (and which for us has 
henceforth the ultimate meaning of a meeting leading toward socialism) 
cannot be merely that of reciprocal neutrality. Collaboration with that 
in view presupposes recognition of common values and their translation 
into the respective idioms. This is not an easy tas!% to be faced in the 
banal way of referring to apparent traditional supreme values (brother¬ 
hood, love, justice, etc.), almost as if to match up their lay or ima- 
nent version and their religious version, here, on the contrary, "cri¬ 
ticism" (if we are serious about this) remains inevitable, and is be¬ 
coming so for Catholics, too, at least up to the frontiers of "faith" 
and "religious conscience" (which, for some of them, is thereby rein¬ 
forced). And, ultimately, here will remain the final point of differ¬ 
ence. The task to which I referred requires something far more, and has 
to be carried out in final, graduated, and concrete phases. On our 
part, it demands a profound research in facts, in institutions, and in 
theory, of the liberating or emancipating significance of communism. On 
the part of the Catholics, a radical modification of all those doctrines 
(which are still official) and of those practices which de facto consti¬ 
tute a support for capitalist reality, and which all derive, not from 
the original impulse of Christianity, but from its later necessary adap¬ 
tation, including cultural and moral adaptation, to class society. 

This may seem, and it is, a merely negative condition. But it is 
also a liberating and illuminating condition, in order that so many re¬ 
ligious consciences and people may be able to move actively and more 
easily, as they aspire to do, in the direction of history. 
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2. How to Build the City of Men 


[Following ia a translation of an article by Roger Garaudy, 
entitled 9 "Uow to Build the City of Men," in the Italian- 
language II Conlemporaneo (The Contemporary), monthly sup¬ 
plement of the weekly theoretical organ of the Italian 
Communist Party 9 Hinascita (Rebirth) 9 Rooie f 27 March 1965 f 
pages 7 and 8.J 

The historic initiative of the policy of the "hand outstretched 
toward the Catholics" adopted by Maurice Thorez in 1936 has not only 
demonstrated its fruitfulness in the victories of the Popular Front 9 of 
the patriotic Resistance movement of rebirth which followed the libera¬ 
tion of France, or in the dialogues and joint actions of today; it has 
not only made a contribution in showing millions of Catholics the true 
face of the Communist Party; it has also permitted a deeper fathoming 
of theory and a human enrichment of Marxism, because it did not repre¬ 
sent a tactical maneuver, but the taking up of a position on the basis 
of fundamental principles. 

Casting up the accounts of the theoretical researches implied by 
our attitude, we may say that that policy allowed us to go more deeply 
into the theoretical significance of two theses of Marxs the thesis ac¬ 
cording to which "religion is the opiate of the people," and the thesis 
according to which only communism can "achieve in non-religious terms 
the human foundation of Christianity." 

To reflect on the changes which have occurred in our day in the 
Christian conscience, the scope of which has been illustrated by the 
Council, and to reflect on the part played by religion, particularly in 
Islam, in the national liberation movements, perforce leads us commun¬ 
ists to pose the problem of the nature and function of the religious 
factor in the spirit of our times. 

The point of departure of these reflections is that the famous 
formula "religion is the opiate of the people, to which too often people 
attempt to reduce the Marxist concept, cannot be interpreted as a defi¬ 
nition of religiosity, a metaphysical definition of its "essence," which 
will be always and everywhere valid. 
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It iB easy to prove this by proceeding pari passu to a comprehen¬ 
sive reading of Marx's texts and a historical study of the religious 
factor, a study which was, moreover, initiated by Marx and CageIs tuern- 
selves, and which finds self-evident confirmation iu our times. 

To begin with, we uiuy observe that the formula "religion is the 
opiate of the people" is found in an 1843 text, the critique of liegel v s 
Philosophy of Law . Subsequently, it was never repeated by Marx or 
Engels. 


Now, in 1843, Marx was twenty-five years old. lie had not yet 
written even the famous Economico-philosophi cal Manuscripts , which carry 
the date 1844. In 1843, ^arx was not yet a Marxist. It was the time of 
which Engels was to say, "We were all followers of Feuerbach." in fact, 
Marx's formula and its content draw a line of demarcation vis-a-vis the 
formulas of Feuerbach, that Feuerbach against whom Marx and Engels — 
when, three years later, in 1846, they laid the foundations of histori¬ 
cal materialism, in German Ideology — directed a critique on a matter 
of principles lie discussed religious alienation as a metapuysician. 
"Feuerbach's mistake," they wrote, "is not to have expressed this fact 
(i.e., religious alienation iR.G.J), but to have idealized it and made 
it independent, rather than interpreting it as the product of a histori¬ 
cal period of specific development, and to be superceded." 

In Feuerbach, the weakness of tne theory of religion was that it 
was antiliistoric and antidialectic. 

Moreover, as early as the Marx text of 1843, although still in 
the field of speculation, a new element appeared, going beyond Feuer¬ 
bach: "lleligious poverty is, on the one hand, the expression of real 

poverty, and, on the other band, a protest against real poverty." Thus, 
this first approximation of the dialectical character of the religious 
factor makes its appearance. 

When Marx and Engels, in full possession of their doctrine, agaii 
contemplate religious problems, this "limited" dialectic of the 1843 
texts develops historically: they no longer speak about religion in 
general, as is the case in Feuerbach's anthropology, and their histori¬ 
cal analyses show that religious beliefs, precisely because they expres 
(as reflections of a protest against) developing historical conditions, 
may have different functions in- different epochs, and that it would be 
unscientific to project over all epochs of history one and the same met 
physical conception of what Feuerbach called "the essence of religion." 

For example, Engels, in his essay On the History of Primitive 
Christianity« in 1894-95, even with the extremely limited materials th< 
at his disposal strikingly demonstrates that primitive Christianity wai 
at the same time expression and protest, and that this protest, being 
unable to rely on any other force of history capable of resolving the 



real contradictions, projected itself in the form of the illusorj hope 
in another world* lie also shows that after Constantine religion as¬ 
sumes a radically different function* 

When, in 1850, Engels embarks upon tne theme of the Feasant War 
in Germany at the time of the Frotestant Reformation, he demonstrates 
that a religious ideology under new historical conditions takes on a new 
functions it serres as an ideological justification for a real revolu¬ 
tionary struggle* 

The thesis that religion distracts man from action, from strug¬ 
gle, and from work in every time and place is in flagrant contradiction 
with historical reality* It is not a Marxist thesis* 

The formula, "religion is the opiate of the people," reflects an 
experience which is real in a specific historical period and in a spe¬ 
cific geographical area. In 1843, when it was put forward, it ex¬ 
pressed the very truth of European politics, dominated by the spirit of 
the "Holy Alliance*" It remained and remains true today, wherever reli¬ 
gion serves as a meeting point and as an ideological weapon for all re¬ 
actionary forces. 

But it has not always been thus* Marx and Engels showed that 
only at the end of the eighteenth century had Christianity lost all pro¬ 
gressive meaning* In 193G, Maurice Thores referred to the age-old "pro¬ 
gressive function of Christianity." And in our day, it is worth empha¬ 
sizing that among peoples oppressed by colonialism, the national strug¬ 
gle was initiated in the name of God before being carried forward in the 
name of country* 

It is important, therefore, not to mutilate Marxist teaching, and 
to understand that religion is not only a mode of perceiving the world, 
but also a way of being present in the world, and of assuming an atti¬ 
tude in it* Consequently, we cannot deny or reject the profound claims 
of believers, even if these claims express themselves and are impelled 
by the thixst for illusory satisfactions* The function of Marxists- 
Leninista, on the contrary, is to assume those claims for their own ac¬ 
count, and to discover the means to give them real satisfaction, in or¬ 
der that communism may appear to the mass of believers — as Marx said 
in the Jewish Question — "the realization in non-religious terms of the 
human foundation of Christianity." 

What does this "human foundation of Christianity" consist of? 

Marxism integrates everything that the cultures and civilizations 
of the past have brought to man* The Christian heritage cannot be 
underestimated* 

It seems to me that three essential aspects of it have been 
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integrated by Marxism. 


(1) Awareness of man's incompleteness, the dimension of infinity. 

The ambition for knowledge) admirably expressed by degel, implies a dou¬ 
bly contradictory demand: to penetrate within the real, in order to 
wake it completely clear to reason, and to constitute a complete total¬ 
ity: the system of total knowledge. No\r, what Marx did was precisely 

to eliminate the contradiction which existed between the system which 
implied an end to history and the achievement of total knowledge appro¬ 
priate to this history, and the dialectical method which projected to 
infinity the movemeut of thought) driven forward by its double demuud. 
Marx thus "opened up" wan to this dimension of infinity. 

The value of religions) and in particular the value of Christian¬ 
ity) is to have taken up this double contradictory demands the need for 
and impossibility of total knowledge, hut religions have sought to re¬ 
spond to the problems of origin and of end with myths of genesis and 
with eschatalogical myths. 

Marxist criticism rejects illusory answers t but not tbe real quea- 
tions which have elicited them. 

Indeed) it is not possible to treat the theme of religion only in 
terms of alienation: alienation resides in the answers . not in the 
questions . 

(2) What has been said about knowledge is equally valid for ac¬ 
tion: man is achieving increasing domination over nature 9 over society, 
and over his own future. But 9 although power does not cease to grow, he 
is always fighting) never triumphant. Just as he has not arrived at 
"total knowledge)" so he does not reach the "total beattitude" to which 
he aspires, Here, too 9 religion presumes to give a metaphysical response 
to this historic demand. "Religion)" writes Marx in the Jewish Uuestion, 
"is the recognition of man in an oblique way 9 through a mediator." 

In the field of knowledge, starting from a real need 9 religions 
have converted into an answer something that was on the order of a ques¬ 
tion- In the same way, in the field of action, religions, and Christ¬ 
ianity in particular, have converted a demand into a presence : from the 
demand for mediation, we have proceeded to the presence of a mediator. 

At this point, we shall repeat that alienation consists in the 
affirmation of this presence. not in the demand which elicited it, and 
which Marxism must take upon itself, rediscovering beneath the myth, the 
aspiration that brought it into being. 

(3) The promise of the unification of humanity, constituting a 
whole and giving meaning to man's existence and action, is perhaps the 
richest part of the Christian heritage. 
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For Greek hutJiu.iiisui, the larger totality to which the iudividual 
is called upon to sacrifice himself is the community of citizens, which 
excludes slaves and barbarians* With the birth of Christianity, for the 
first time in our history there found expression an appeal to on unlimi¬ 
ted community, to a totality embracing every other totality* We must 
emphasize this! it is still merely an aspiration, a hope, since primi¬ 
tive Christianity, even though it abolishes "spiritually" the distinc¬ 
tion between slaves and free men, does not strive to abolish it in fact 
in the slightest degree, and does not even call for its abolition* It 
is a slave religion, it is not a slave revolution* 

However, even though an age-long wait is necessary until this as¬ 
piration to perfect reciprosity of consciences begins really to be 
achieved — and, moreover, not thanks to the Church, but against the 
Church, first in the heresies, as was the case with Thomas Munzer, and 
later in the revolutionary struggles and socialist revolutions — this 
makes it no less true that, in Engels's phrase, the appearance of 
Christianity represented "an entirely new phase of religious develop¬ 
ment, which would have become one of the most revolutionary elements in 
tlio history of the human spirit" ([Notejt Engels, On the History of 
Primitive Christianity , 1894-95)• 

In reality, even if all its consequences were not worked out for 
the first time, the principle was proclaimed that men are not slaves 
"by nature," and that the slave is a man, whereas for the greatest gen¬ 
iuses of Greece, for example for Plato or Aristotle, a slave is nothing 
more than an "instrument that talks*" 

On this basis, what Marx defined as "the human foundation of 
Christianity" — which has not been achieved at any level by any so- 
called "Christian" State, but which communism can achieve "in non¬ 
religious terms" — is a society without classes, in which each man will 
have the possibility of fully developing all the human resources he has 
within him, and in which the liberty and life of each man will not have 
the liberty and life of others as a limit, but as a condition. This 
presupposes the destruction among men of all market relations, which ge¬ 
nerate alienations, transforming, as Marx said, relations between men 
into relations between things, and creating the economic conditions of 
class exploitations, national oppressions, and wars* It was in this 
sense that Maxim Gorky felt free to say that with the coming of social¬ 
ism "for the first time the true love of mankind is organized as a cre¬ 
ative force*" 

The concept of Christian love, by which I do not recognize my¬ 
self and do not realize myself except through others and in others, is 
the highest image which man can give himself of hismelf and of the sense 
of his own life* This is why, moreover, Marxism would become impover¬ 
ished if Saint Augustine, Saint John of the Croos, or Teresa d'Avila 
were to become alien to it* 
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But when — instead oi teaching us that the concrete historical 
conditions for the development of this love of man for woman, and of 
each nun for all uien, are to be fulfilled by fighting to transform all 
the relutionships by whicu this love is contradicted and vilified — 
this love is invoked as if it already had a real existence, in order to 
condemn the just violence of tiie struggle against a world which is 
love's opposite, the great dream of human unity is used as an alibi to 
maintain the institutions which form the worst obstacles to the advent 
of that unity and that love. 

Marxism, therefore, integrates, by taking religion out of it, the 
marvelous reality of the community of the saints, but by seeing in it a 
reality to be achieve, and not one already achieved, by transforming 
from the plane of eschatology to the plane of militance the prospect of 
a kingdom of ends, which Christianity calls a kingdom of God. 

Such are the terms in which we pose the problem of the dialogue 
with tiie Christians. 

And we tniuk that the Christians are advancing toward us along 
this road in ever greater numbers* 

To the extent to which, among the Christian masses, there is an 
increase in the propulsive impetus which leads to rejection of any in¬ 
tervention in the scientific field; to not seeing in technical progress 
a temptation oi Satan, but the legitimate affirmation of the power and 
greatness of man; to not considering any longer private ownership of the 
means of production as guaranteeing the liberty of the human person; to 
no longer uttering anathema against socialism and communism, but, ra¬ 
ther, to recognizing in them a organization of human relations superior 
to capitalism; to no longer considering as suspect concupiscence love of 
life, of knowledge, and of happiness; to the extent this impetus among 
the Christian masses will become strong enough to loosen and break the 
grip of the economic and political powers which link the destiny of the 
Church with that of their privileges, there opens up before us an im¬ 
mense prospect of joint struggle and work* 

When thut day comes, the problem of the relationship between 
Christians and communists will no longer be posed only in terms of a 
dialogue, but with a prospect of reciprocal teaching and emulation, in 
order to assure, against the forces of the past and against the forces 
of death, the endless building of a city of men* 
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3* The Debate in the USSR 


[Following is a translation of an article by Luciano Gruppi, 
entitled 9 "The Debate in the USSR," in 11 Conteuiporaneo (The 
Contemporary), monthly supplement of the Italian—language 
weekly theoretical organ of the ^talian Communist Party, 
Rinascita (Rebirth), Rome, 27 March 1965, pages 8 and 9*] 

In the debate which is developing today and arousing such deep 
interest, on the dialogue between communists and Catholics, we often 
hear references to certain positions characteristic of experts and poli¬ 
tical men in the USSR, on the subject of the religious factor* To the 
effort which is incumbent upon us Italian communists to grasp the pheno¬ 
menon of religion in all its historical complexity, there are, from time 
to time, set up in contradistinction -- and this is quite understandable 
— the rigid equations of a certain atheistic propaganda of a type which 
is more positive and scientific than historical and Marxist* For exam¬ 
ple, the simplifications of Ylitcher and his well-known formula to the 
effect that religion equals reaction t always and everywhere* 

Consequently, it appears to us worthwhile to call the reader's 
attention to later analyses than those of Ylitchev, precisely because in 
tnis new research we find ourselves in the presence of an effort to go 
more deeply into things, and to grasp the significance of the religious 
factor by locating it within the historical dimension from which it 
springs and from which it receives its meaning* 

We refer specifically to the article by Mchedlev which appeared 
in Kommunist last October* 

Mchedlev's article — "Religious Renewal Is Enjoined by Life" — 
develops a first inquiry into the gap that we see today between the tra¬ 
ditional positions of the Catholic Cnurch and the modern world, and into 
the effort whicii the Church is making to bridge that gap* The author 
emphasizes that the positions assumed by John XXIII's pontificate "••• 
in favor of peace, to oppose conflicts, for the ban on nuclear weapons, 
and for reasonable negotiations," contrasted with the positions of "••• 
the openly reactionary clerical groups*" "The renewers," says the au¬ 
thor, "do not wish the Church to be the political ally of imperialism, 
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they wish to put an end once and lor all to the *age of Constantine.'" 
Although lie emphusizes the close link which was forged over the centur¬ 
ies between the Cutimlie Church and conservative interests, .\ichedlev is 
openly critical of those who perceive aotuiuutic relations ’’between the 
Vatican and tlie lead in circles in the United States or tlie Federal lie- 
public of Germany." ’Such a well-articulated mass organization," lie ob¬ 
serves, "cunnot be represented as a docile marionette within tlie frame¬ 
work of today'8 political machinations and of imperialist leading cir¬ 
cles of the various countries." 

Consequently, the author raises the question of "How to concili¬ 
ate. •.the social (conservative) function of religion with the presence 
in a number of religious organizations of ideas and movements which are 
responsive to the interests of peace and progress? For believers, 
therefore, does faith not exclude the possibility of taking part in the 
liberation movements, of expressing progressive or even revolutionary 
ideas, and of acting in conformity with them?" 

His reply breaks the oversimplified and arbitrary equation of 
Ylitchev and oi so many others, between reaction and religion, recog¬ 
nizing tuat "one should not describe as antirevolutionary and reaction¬ 
ary any movement.•.arising out of religious men for that motive alone. 

An oversimplification of this type lias nothing iu common with objective 
^larxist analysis of phenomena." 

On the contrary, "for various reasons.•.democratic and progres¬ 
sive impulses and actions may assume a religious form." Hence arises a 
realization which is also the indication of a political necessity: 

"This is why the liarxist-Leninist parties and the countries of the so¬ 
cialist community support such movements in every possible way, and col¬ 
laborate with tnern in the joint struggle against imperialism, colonial¬ 
ism, and social conservatism." 

Having said that, it should be added that the author, even 
though a ffirming the possibility that progressive movements may be ex¬ 
pressed in a religious form, nevertheless denies that progressive values 
may be present in the same religious concept, even under the guise of 
mysticism. "The emergence of positive phases, from the social point of 
view, in the Christian world of today is connected not with Christianity 
itself and its ideology.•.but with reality itself, with the actual situ¬ 
ation, and with the vital interests which, in the final analysis, deter¬ 
mine tlie emergence of any tendencies within the bosom of the Church." 

Is this not, once again, a return to an arbitrary simplification 
of the religious factor, of its relationship with the society which it 
had been desired to transcend, an artificial dichotomy between social 
phenomenon and religious phenomenon? It seems to us, indeed, that the 
essential part of the Marxist judgment of religion consists precisely 
in the fact that it grasps in religion itself — compart the fourth 



thesis ou Feuerbach — a contradiction which is nothing else than the 
contradiction present in society. It seems to us that there is no 
other meaning in Marx's proposition — to which lichedlev refers — than 
that "religious convictions are at the same time the expression of the 
system and a protest against it." For Mchedlev, the contradiction 
seeuis rather to be contained simply within the social processes — 
vnich, consequently! express themselves in a religious way — in the 
fact that the progressive social phenomenon manifests itself in the form 
of religion, and not within religion itself. It is just this which 
seems to us to be illegitimate simplification, both of the religious 
factor and of Marx's thought. 

If things are as the author would have them, it is no longer pos¬ 
sible to understand either Marx's criticism of Feuerbach or the atten¬ 
tion Engels devotes to primitive Christianity. "The history of primi¬ 
tive Christianity offers noteworthy points of contact with the modern 
workers' movement. Like it, Christianity was at the outset a movement 
of the oppressed.•• The parallel between the two historical phenomena 
calls for recognition, as early as the medieval period, in the first up¬ 
risings of the oppressed peasants, and particularly in those of the 
plebs of the city. These uprisings, like all mass movements in the mid¬ 
dle ages, necessarily bore a religious mask, they appeared as restora¬ 
tions of primitive Christianity, which had been degenerating for centur¬ 
ies" ([Note]* On the Origins of Christianity» Home, llinascita Edition. 
1953, pages 15 et seq.). Now, the fact that "both the French revolu¬ 
tionary communists, and particularly Weitline and his followers, claimed 
allegiance to primitive Christianity" ([NoteJ* Ibid., page 17) seems to 
mean that for Engels there is present in the Christian message, even 
though in mystical form, a longing for redemption and liberation which 
the workers' movement in its initial and still utopian phase could not 
fail to bring to light. But this leads us precisely to identify the 
contradiction.which ia present in religious faith, not merely to recog¬ 
nize, as the author does, that certain movements hay have a progressive 
significance, in spite of their religious form, but to identify and li¬ 
berate — in political action — those positive values which are present 
in religious faith. 
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SOVIET DAILY DISCUSSES 1 NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENT 1 


/Following is a translation of an article by 
E. Teosyan entitled, "The Contemporary Stage 
of the National-Liberation Movement," in the 
Russian-language daily organ of the Moscow 
City Committee of the CPSU and the Moscow 
Soviet, Koskovskaya Pravda (Moscow Pravda), 
Moscow, 2 6 March 1965* page 2 J 


The national-liberation movement has achieved significant 
victories in our time. Following the formation of the world 
socialist system, with Its support,, assistance from the inter¬ 
national workers 1 class and the solidarity of the liberated 
countries, that is growing with every year, the oppressed 
peoples crushed the colonial system of Imperialism. Only a 
little of the vast empire held by the colonialist powers remains. 
While prior to the Great October Socialist Revolution, during 
the period of undivided imperialist rule over the world, over 
two-thirds of mankind languished under the colonial yoke, this 
figure is now less than one percent. There are now 64 sovereign 
states which have come into being as a result of the fall of 
the colonial empires. 

The achievement of national independence by countries 
within the former colonial periphery of imperialism is a pro¬ 
found turning point in the life of the peoples that comprise 
more than half of the world's population. 

However, the struggle by the oppressed peoples for the 
complete elimination of the colonial regimes still has not 
been completed. About 40 million people languish directly 
under the colonial yoke. With arm3 in hand the patriots in 
Angola, Mozambique and ^Portuguese" Guniea struggle for 
liberatipn. The peoples of Southern Rhodesia and of other 
colonial and dependent countries are expanding their struggle 
for independence. 1 
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The peoples of a number of countries, which have fallen 
under the temporary rule of puppet regimes, also have not 
achieved complete political independence. The political rule 
by the colonizers, although somewhat camouflaged, is virtually 
preserved in these countries. The nominally Independent 
countries consider their primary tack to be the overthrow of 
the hated puppet and dictatorial regimes and the elimination 
of the dominance of the neocolonialists. The long suffering 
Congolese peoples have taken to arms in order to end the 
anti-national regime imposed by the imperialists. The heroic 
South Vietnamese patriots are delivering more and more powerful 
blows against the American colonizers and their servants. 

However, taken as a whole, the national-liberation 
movement has entered a new phase in its development. The great 
Leninist prediction that the oppressed peoples will not stop 
only with the achievement of political independence and the 
elimination of the political forms of colonialism is at present 
coming true. Ve see how the national-liberation movement is 
deeply penetrating and advancing to the fore the task of the 
complete destruction of colonialism, the economic liberation 
from imperialism and the problems of social and economic 
progress. 


In the eyes of the peoples, oppressed by imperialism, 
political independence is valuable as a means v/ith the aid of 
which they will be able to eliminate the age-old backwardness, 
to end poverty and illiteracy and to assure for themselves 
an existence worthy of man. Life presents them with the 
necessity of implementing an entire series of measures that 
in their totality comprise the general democratic program 
which 1 9 the main content of the nev; stage of the national- 
liberation revolutions. To carry out the general democratic 
program is to extirpate the economic and the remaining political 
roots of imperialist rule, to lay a foundation for a rapid 
upsurge of the productive forces through industrialization 
and the establishment of a diversified national economy, to 
solve the agrarian problem in the interests of the peasantry 
and to eliminate the feudal and 3emifeudal remnants. This 
also means to work earnestly to Improve the status of the 
people, to realize the democratization of public life, actively 
and consistently to adhere to an anti-imperialist oourse in 
foreign policy and to solidify eoonomic, political and cultural 
cooperation with socialist countries. 

The greatest enemy of the liberated countries is 
imperialism and, in the first plaoe, US imperialism. The 
imperialists are applying frenzied efforts to safeguard and 
expand their positions in the countries of the former oolonlal 
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world. With this coal they often use force. However, in 
recent years, considering the new allignment of powers which 
has formed in the world, the colonialists are forced to apply 
other forms and methods of imperialist policy v/hich are 
covered by the term, "neocolonialism." Their arsenal contains 
the following means — aggressive blocks and "assistance," 
the poisoned weapon.of anti-communism. The imperialists strive 
to consolidate their positions in the liberated countries and 
to drav. to their side certain circles of the national bourgeoi¬ 
sie, as junior partners in the exploitation of the resources 
in these countries. Especial hopes are pinned on the fact 
that it will be possible to foist upon these countries the 
capitalist way of development. 

At the present stage of the national-liberation strugle 
the former colonial and semi-colonial peoples earnestly face 
the problem of selecting the manner of their future development. 
From their own experience the peoples of the majority of the 
Asian, African and Latin American countries are becoming 
convinced that today capitalism cannot serve as a foundation 
for their national progress. By remaining in the system of 
the world capitalist economy, the economically underdeveloped 
countries are doomed to the position of a "world's village," 
exploited by the developed capitalist countries. The imperialis- 
yoke and exploitation are the chief causes of the profound 
rupture in the stages of the economic development between the 
industrially developed and the backward countries. It is 
absolutely essential for the peoples of the former colonial 
and semi-colonial countries to have the rapid and steady rise 
that capitalism is not capable of guaranteeing at present. 

In the contemporary world the great void v/hich separates the 
economically developed and the lagging countries is not only 
not being reduced but is continuing to increase. Calculations 
prepared by economists on the basis of the data from the UN 
Conference on Trade and Development show that the average 
national income for the population in all the developing 
countries was 83 dollars in I960 and in the imperialist countrie 
1,037 dollars. During 1950 income per person in the imperialist 
countries was eleven times greater than that in the developing 
countries, and it was 12 times greater during I960. 

According to the information received by UN experts, 
under optimal conditions in order to achieve the present level 
of income of Western Europe, the developing countries will 
require not less than 80 years, while more than half of these 
countries will need more than two centuries. Within the 
historical perspective, it is difficult to assume that the 
peoples will agree to wait so long for the promised development 
within the framework of capitalism. Besides that, experience 
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teaches that the course of capitalism is the course of the 
suffering of peoples and a tortuous course linked with the 
ruining of the toiling classes with the exacerbation of socia 
conflicts. All this taken together intensifies in the libera 
countries the wave of anti-capitalist attitudes, born of bitt 
lessons of colonial rule and the revolutionary example of 
socialist countries. On the basis of the manner in which 
conviction grows that the bourgeoisie are unable to solve the 
problems of national rebirth in a capitalist manner, the 
peoples of the former colonial world are faced with the 
prospect of socialist development. 

Revolutionary democrats have come to power in a number 
of the liberated countries — in Algiers, the UAR, Burma, 
Ghana, Guinea and Kali. They have firmly adopted the course 
of expelling foreign monopolies from the decisive sectors of 
the economy and the course for the rebirth of the social 
systems in their countries. The experience of the countries 
led by revolutionary democrats has shown that the consistent 
achievement of the general popular program in the new stage 
of the anti-imperialist revolution leads to the path of socia! 
progress and the path of profound transformation of the socia! 
character. 

The Leninist thesis concerning the non-capitalist 
development of economically underdeveloped countries was 
splendidly confirmed under the present conditions, out of 
which the socialist system has arisen. At present, the pos¬ 
sibility of non-capitalist development has become real for 
the overwhelming majority of the liberated countries, ana 
neither can the great social and economic backwardness not 
the dimensions of the country nor its remoteness from the 
socialist commonwealth have any decisive meaning any longer. 
As history testifies, at the present time revolutionary 
democracy i3 capable of taking upon itself the historic missic 
of the break with capitalism under conditions In the countries 
where, as a result of the monstrous colonial development and 
the low level of productive forces, a strong workers 1 class 
has still not been formed and where opportunities still do 
not exist for the achievement of proletarian leadership. 

The experience of the countries which elected socialisi 
for their future teaches that numerous forms exist for the 
transition to socialism. One of the political forms of 
transition to this course can be a national democracy. Along 
with this other state forms of the progressive development 
of the national-liberation revolution are also possible. 

The most important role in the creation of propitious 
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conditions for the decisive victories by the national-liberation 
movement and for social progress by the liberated countries 
is played by the international workers' class and its chief 
offspring, the world socialist system. World socialism is 
the reliable shield of the freedom and independence of young 
national states and paralyzes the attempts of imperialists 
to export counterrevolutions. The socialist countries provide 
real and varied assistance to the liberated countries in the 
development of their economics and cultures. For their part 
the peoples struggling for national independence have made 
and continue to make an important contribution to the common 
struggle against imperialism and promote the successes of the 
socialist system and the cals3 struggle of the proletariat 
against capitalism. 

Fraternal alliance with the peoples who have thrown off 
the yoke of colonialism and semi-colonialism is one of the 
cornerstones of the foreign policy of the Soviet Union. 

The steady and consistent support which the Soviet Union has 
shown and continues to show to the peoples struggling for 
political and economic liberation and for social progress is 
generally known. In the developing countries approximately 
500 industrial enterprises and other projects are being 
constructed with Soviet aid. The Soviet Union is providing 
economic and technical aid to 24 Asian and African countries. 

The total sum of Soviet credits presented under substantially 
more favorable conditions than those of the capitalist countries 
comes to over three billion rubles (according to new calcula¬ 
tions). Soviet aid to the developing countries in the training 
of government personnel increases with every year. 

The economic and political cooperation of the socialist 
countries with the liberated countries is of especial signif¬ 
icance at the present stage. The socialist system serves as 
a support for the independence and progressive development 
of the liberated countries. The rapprochement and their active 
cooperation with the socialist world is a necessary internation¬ 
al condition for the successful development of the liberated 
countries on the road to socialism. 

The national-liberation movement continues to grow and 
to become more extensive. The tasks which it must solve at 
the present stage are undoubtedly more complex than heretofore. 
Life inexorably dictates the necessity of even greater cohesion 
of the efforts of world socialism, the national-liberation 
revolutions and the international workers' class. In the 
achievement of this goal is the guarantee of new and even more 
significant victories by the national-liberation movement. 
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SOVIET PARTI ORGAN REVIEWS 19th CEMA SESSION 


/Following is a translation of an article by B, Miroshnichenko 
entitled, “Economic Cooperation Between Fraternal Countries 11 in 
the Russian-language theoretical organ of the CPSU Central Ccn- 
mittee (18 issues per year), Konmunist (Coanunist), No, 4, 

Moscow, March 1965# pages 78-8?j/ 

Examined by CEMA Session 

Tae 19th Session of the Council for Economic Mutual 
held between the end of January and the beginning 
uary 1965. It reviewed CEMA work for the time following 
h Session and earmarked the tasks aimed at the further 
ment and improvement of the economic and scientific- 
al cooperation of countries-members of CEMA. 

During the past year, the CEMA countries achieved new 
es in their economic development. This is proved by the 
f growth of industrial production and agricultural develop- 
Thus , in 1964 , increased output of industrial production 
1? for Bulgaria, 8.9/® for Hungary, 6.7? for the German 
tic Republic, 4? for Mongolia, 9.3? for Poland, l4.1? for 
,, 7*1? for the USSR, and 4. 1 % for Czechoslovakia. As a 
according to preliminary estimates, the industrial produc- 
CEMA members as a whole rose by 7.5? exceeding the 1950 
y 4.2 times whereas the "common market 11 countries succeeded 
easing their industrial production, for the same period 
, 2.7 times only. 

Increased production output was accompanied by important 
in the industrial branch structure of CEMA countries; 
ng branches in machine building, chemical and many other 
ial branches developed in particular at rates higher than 
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the other industrial branches. Great attention was also paid tc 
improving the technical level of industry: renewal of basic 
equipment, application of modern production technology, improv¬ 
ing its organization and raising the quality of production. 

Compared to 1963, the CEMA countries achieved a substan¬ 
tial growth of agricultural production. This was helped by the 
increased volume of capital investments and the supply of 
tractors, agricultural machinery and chemical fertilizers. 

These measures were based on a solid material foundation -- the 
developed industry of CEMA countries producing, annually, about 
500,000 tractors, about 100,000 grain combines, millions of tons 
of chemical fertilizers and an ever growing quantity of other 
industrial goods needed in agriculture. 

The increased welfare of the people was the result of 
the growth of material production of CEMA countries. Real wages 
and incomes rose, the volume of retail trade increased, popula¬ 
tion supply with high quality consumer goods improved. 

All brotherly countries pay particular attention to im¬ 
proving the management of the national economy and the scientifi 
level of planning. The advantages of the socialist regime, 
the planned economic management and the deepening economic 
cooperation among countries all play an important part in the 
economic upsurge of each separate socialist country, insuring a 
more efficient use of material, labor and financial resources. 
The brotherly communist and workers' parties consider that the 
maximal use of the advantages offered by the socialist regime 
in the field of economics are achieved not spontaneously but on 
the basis of a continuous improvement in the system of economic 
management and economic planning, based on the level of develop¬ 
ment of production forces. 

In 196U all CEMA members not only further improved cen¬ 
tralized management and economic planning but also developed an 
applied more extensively in economic life principles insuring 
increased material incentive and activity by the working people 
of the initiative of staffs of enterprises and construction, pro 
Jects, for better use of production possibilities, economy in 
raw and other material expenditures reaching higher labor pro¬ 
ductivity and reducing production costs. 

The measures drafted by the brother countries for ± mproA 
ing planning are aimed at insuring the output of precisely the 
type of production which is required by the country, and ceriou 
improving its quality. Great attention is paid to improving 
the®ystem of wage payments, the incentive of workers and engine' 
ing-technical personnel and stimuli for better production outpui 
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and its technical renovation. All this rendered, and is render¬ 
ing, beneficial influence upon the economic development of each 
separate country. 

Successes achieved in mastering the production of new 
high-quality goods and improving the quality of goods already 
produced deserve particular mention. The time when it was 
believed that the main criterion in evaluating industrial work 
should be only the so-called "gross" is past. Now, the industry 
of the socialist countries is faced with the following task: 
insuring not only the growth of production output but the sharp 
improvement in quality. It may be said that last year was quite 
’'fruitful" in this respect. In the USSR alone, over 3,000 proto 
types of new machines, mechanisms, apparatus and other equipment 
and about 1,200 different types of instruments for control in 
production automation were designed and manufactured in the 
various national economic branches. Meanwhile, the production 
of U00 types of machines, equipment and instruments of obsolete 
design was stopped. Bulgaria organized the production of highly 
efficient centrifugal pumps and fans, circular grinding semi¬ 
automatic machines, hoisting electric cars, new types of trans¬ 
formers, batteries for electric cars and many other goods answer 
ing the strictest requirements of contemporary world standards. 
Rumania produced over 550 prototypes of machines and equipment 
and mastered the production of, approximately, 1*00 new types of 
goods. The basic requirement in the producing of new types of 
commodities was their parity with contemporary world standards. 
Considerable successes were achieved in this respect by the 
working people of the other CEMA countries. 

As stated in the communique issued at the 19th Session of 
CEMA, 196U was marked by the further strengthening of the 
economic cooperation of CEMA countries on a multilateral and 
bilateral basis. This was accomplished fully in accordance with 
the principles of equality, respect for the sovereignty and 
national interests of the countries, mutual profit and comradely 
mutual aid. In 196 1 * the members of CEMA carried out many major 
measures. They include the creation of a common fleet of rail¬ 
road cars, numbering about 93,000; the completion of the con¬ 
struction of the Kingisepp phosphorite mine and concentration 
factory in the USSR, equipped with Bulgarian, Hungarian, 

German Democratic Republic, Polish and Czechoslovak participa¬ 
tion; the opening of an international bank for economic coopera¬ 
tion. Work was continued on expanding the association of the 
"Mir" power system. In 196U, about U.5 billion kilowatt hours 
of electric energy were transmitted on a mutual basis within 
this system. 

Last year the countries interested signed many agreements 
setting up branch production-economic organizations. These 
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include, above all, the organization for cooperation in the 
production of bearings and "Intcrnietall, 1 which bcr;an operations 
as of 1 January 19b5 . Both international organi zat i ens base 
their operations on the efficient distribution of production 
programs ana design and construction tasks with extensive con¬ 
sideration of economic efficiency. Thus, the purpose of the 
"Internetall" organization which includes some CEiiA countries, 
is to coordinate the production of rolling, steel pipes and 
other metallurgical industry goods, the Joint use of metallurgi¬ 
cal production reserves, unification of standards and its 
expanded production of goods in short supply. 

Hungary and Bulgaria decided to develop a new form of 
bilateral cooperation by setting up the mixed ,: Agromash’ ; and 
"Intransnash" companies. The first coordinates technical develop¬ 
ment and the production of agricultural machines for mechanizing 
work in truck gardening and viticulture. The purpose of the 
second is the cooperation in developing modern systems of intra¬ 
plant transportation. 

The setting up of production-economic organizations is 
the result of patient studies by CEMA countries for mutually 
acceptable forms of economic cooperation and for strengthening 
economic relations among brotherly countries in the interest of 
each one of them separately and the entire union as a whole. 

The rapid growth of mutual trade is one of the most 
important indices of the strengthening cooperation among CEIIA 
members. The need for basic types of industrial and agricultural 
raw materials and for various types of machines and equipment 
is met through a system of mutual supplies. Thus, in 1963 already, 
the countries members of CEiiA managed to almost fully meet their 
import needs for oil and petroleum products, coal and coke, 
iron ore, power and chemical equipment, transportation facilities 
and many other types of goods. Mutual trade will further 
develop in 196U. This is natural since, as the other forms of 
economic cooperation among CEMA members continue to grow, foreign 
trade becomes more and more important. It would be erroneous 
to consider it separate from the coordination of national 
economic plans, as a secondary, commercial sector of the work, 
of auxiliary significance. 

Mutual trade among CEMA countries is an important link in 
the chain of international division of labor. It helps exchange 
all specialized production, supplies of equipment and other 
goods, grants of credits in the Joint construction of national 
economic projects, etc. All this is a proof that the work of 
the foreign trade organizations of brotherly countries greatly 
depends upon the successful development of economic cooperation, 
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specialization and cooperativization of produciton. This will 
be considerably facilitated by improved systems of planning and 
organization of foreign trade on the part of planning and 
foreign trade organs, simplifying the existing multi-stage rela¬ 
tions between importers and plant-suppliers and even matters of 
technical progress and the quality of goods embodied in long 
range trade agreements. 

The rapid growth of trade among socialist countries does not 
mean their intention to alienate themselves from other countries, 
from the world market. The CEMA countries have been, and are, 
in favor of the broadest possible development of economic rela¬ 
tions witn all countries, regardless of their socio-economic 
regime, on the basis of full equality and mutual profit. The 
USSR and the other socialist countries clearly proved their 
willingness for an all-round expansion of foreign trade with 
capitalist countries in 196U, for example, at the international 
trade conference in Geneva. There is statistical proof of the 
continuous expansion of foreign trade between CEMA members and 
the non-socialist part of the world. The volume of their trade 
with non-socialist countries rose, in 1963, UOOJ compared to 1950; 
the expansion of their trade with the developing countries alone 
was to the extent of 7-3 times. 

Coordinated Activities 


Characteristic to the contemporary stage in the develop¬ 
ment of socialist production is not only the simple expansion 
of the volume of production but the qualitative change leading, 
in particular, to the curtailment of obsolete technological 
methods and replacing them with the better and more economical 
ones. The use of new technological methods involving mass and 
large-serial production is aimed at increasing the efficiency of 
material and labor outlays, increasing production with lower 
costs and continuous quality improvement. 

The application of better methods and organization in 
promising lines of production requires, in many cases, qualita¬ 
tively new conditions for their implementation, achieved only 
on the basis of extensive and close relations between the economies 
of several countries. 

An example of this is found in the creation of branches 
of the petrochemical production in European CEMA countries. 

This became possible as a result of mutually profitable coopera¬ 
tion between the above-mentioned countries and the Soviet Union 
in the construction of the "Druzhba" pipe line, the largest in 
the world, along which flows the oil to newly building (some of 
them already in operation) modern petrochemical combines in the 
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German Democratic Republic, Poland, Czcchoslovakia and 
Hungary(the major petrochemical industrial projects now building 
in the above-mentioned countries arc the oil refineries in 
Shvedt and Lutskendorf (German Democratic Republic), the 
Plotsk Combine and Plant in Chekhovitce (Poland), ’Slovnaft" 
Combine in Bratislava and a plant in Kolina (Czechoslovakia), 
the Danube Oil Refinery in Saskhalombat (Hungary). Soviet oil 
will be also processed at the Burgas Oil Refinery which is now 
under construction, in Bulgaria). 

The close cooperation among countries members of CEMA 
in the field of electric power production offers tremendous 
possibilities for the application of the most progressive methods 
of production and the efficient use of available electric 
power. A united power system creates conditions for the con¬ 
struction of the most profitable types of major electric stations 
supplied with the most modern equipment; it helps insure the 
operation of united systems on the highest possible technical 
and economic levels. 

The coordination of economic efforts among countries 
members of CEi-'A is based on the objective necessity of intensify¬ 
ing the international socialist division of labor, specializa¬ 
tion and cooperation under conditions of a planned economic 
system. International specialization and cooperation of pro¬ 
duction in the socialist countries cannot take place independently 
of plans for the development of their national economies. They 
are an organic structural part of the entire complex of national- 
economic measures encompassed within a single state plant. For 
this reason, intensified specialization and cooperation among 
socialist countries requires ever closer coordination of the 
individual national economic plants. This has nothing in common 
with the processes of specialization and cooperation applied by 
the various capitalist firms, particularly those members of the 
"common market," which constitute a number of scattered and 
single mergers and agreements among individual firms under con¬ 
ditions of fierce competition for earning the highest possible 
profits. Specialization and cooperation related to technical 
progress and improved technology have a certain influence upon 
capitalist associations as well. However, the nature of a 
capitalist economy does not make possible the systematic and 
full use, on a general-national scale, of the advantages of 
mass specialized production. This is possible only in a social¬ 
ist planned economy and, therefore, the main efforts of the 
brotherly parties in the socialist countries are concentrated 
on improving methods for coordinating national-economic plans. 

Improved methods of planned coordination presume, above 
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all, improved planning in each separate country. As was already 
pointed out, measures for improving economic leadership and 
planning are being adopted in many countries, members of CEMA. 

As the press of the German Democratic Republic, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and other countries emphasizes, an important 
structural part of this process is the efforts for achieving the 
best possible use of the advantages of the international social¬ 
ist division of labor. This is impossible without the profound 
knowledge and use of the economic lavs of socialism by each 
country. If they are not sufficiently extensively or properly 
used within a given country, difficulties in their application 
on the scale of the entire union are unavoidable in developing 
economic cooperation, particularly in its superior forms -- 
coordination of national economic plans, specialization and 
cooperation of production. Scientific-technical progress, closely 
related to a national economic branch structure of increased 
complexity and the appearance of new types of preparation and 
production specialization, creates the need for improved pro¬ 
duction relations among individual enterprises and associations 
both »ithin each separate country as well as within the frame¬ 
work of the union as a whole. 

The communist and workers' parties of the socialist 
countries allocate to these matters the greatest possible atten¬ 
tion, in their efforts to improve economic management and 
planning. Thus, in the introduction of a new economic system 
of planning and management of the national economy, the German 
Democratic Republic considers that associations of national 
enterprises will draft their own proposals for cooperation, 
specialization and cooperativization with enterprises of other 
socialist countries. 

Similar measures implemented in other CEMA countries 
will help raise the level of technical-economic bases of those 
sections of national-economic plans which include concrete steps 
leading to international specialization and cooperation of 
production. 

The search for the most efficient methods for coordina¬ 
ting national-economic plans will not be successful without 
the joint efforts of all countries members of CEMA. Particularly 
important in this connection is the organizational work of 
CEMA itself and its operating organs. Bumming up the experience 
available in this field in developing better principles and 
methods of planned coordination. Collective efforts in the 
major lines of coordination become more and more important. 

Joint development of the decisive problems in the most important 
branches of the national economy will lead, as experience has 
already proved, to considerable results on the scale of the 
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entire CEMA. The further concentration of the joint efforts of 
the brotherly countries aimed at insuring the complex solution 
of nasic problems involving their economic development, unrestricted 
by any time limitations in the process of coordinating plans and 
in specialization and cooperation of production has become an 
immediate task. 

In 1965 all CEMA countries will complete the tasks based 
on current long range plans. Taking into consideration that 
all the countries are trying to draft new long range plans 
calling for a more efficient use of their resources and, on this 
basis, solving the tasks to the fullest possible extent, the 
18th Session of CEMA considered that particular attention should 
be paid to the coordination of national economic plans for the 
period 1966-1970. All CEMA countries are interested in such a 
coordination since it allows each one of them to consider in 
advance the expansion of economic relations within CEMA frame¬ 
work for the period under consideration. Such a coordination 
allows each separate country to determine, in advance, the 
possibilities of importing raw materials and finished goods from 
other countries and the possibility to sell some of its own 
goods to them. This is a question not only of determining, 
for the future, the volume of goods supply but also of establish¬ 
ing emong the various countries production cooperation and 
specialization in the production of certain commodities produced 
by the machine building, chemical, etc., industries. This helps 
each country draft the most efficient possible plan for the 
development of its national production. It helps develop an 
optimal plan for capital investments with a view to their most 
e fficient use. 

Considerable work was done, in 196U, on the preliminary 
coordination of plans. Planning workers frequently met and 
discussed matters of mutual interest to two or several countries. 
This helped each country, in the course of drafting its long 
range plans, to find the solution to many complex problems, 
particularly those having to do with meeting the needs for fuel 
and energy, industrial raw materials and machines and equipment 
in short supply. For example, by the end of last year, talks 
were held between government officials of the Soviet Union and 
Hungary on the subject of cooperating in the production of buses 
and trucks and chemical industry equipment. The talks helped 
reveal possibilities for production specialization not only of 
several finished goods but of basic assemblies and parts for 
such goods. The use of such possibilities will help both 
countries develop more efficiently corresponding branches within 
their own industries. Such talks took place among other countries 
members of CEMA (for example, talks on specialization in the 



machine building and chemical industry were held between Poland 
and the German Democratic Republic). 


Bilateral consultations, the development of orientational 
national production and consumption balances for the most 
important types of goods and the summing up of such balances by 
CEiiA organs helped determine approximate volumes for mutual 
supplies of major goods and solve, on a preliminary basis, many 
problems involving economic cooperation. This also helped reveal 
the basic tasks to be fulfilled. 

The coordination of the 1966-1970 plans helps the countries 
determine in advance its payment relations with its partners, 
and on this basis, balance their economies and foreign trade. 

The fact that many scientific-technical problems and measures 
related to the efficient use of raw and other materials and 
equipment, and the further development of production is also 
of great significance. Work in this area goes on. It is consid¬ 
ered that it will be completed during the first half of 1965 
so that the countries may, then, conclude corresponding long term 
agreements with one another. 

Expansion of Mutually Profitable Relations 

A further expansion of international specialization and 
cooperation of production took place in I 96 U. Between the 18th 
and 19th Sessions of CEMA, the executive committee of the 
council and the permanent commissions on machine building, 
chemical industry, ferrous metallurgy and other economic branches 
adopted many recommendations aimed at increasing specialization 
in various production fields. 

Particular attention was paid to organizing the manufac¬ 
turing of equipment not produced presently in countries members 
of CEMA and to increasing the output of goods produced in in¬ 
sufficient quantities. Recommendations were adopted, among 
others, for specializing the production and supply of bearings, 
complex technological lines, units and some types of technologi¬ 
cal equipment for the chemical industry, machines for the 
forest economy and equipment for the textile industry. As a 
result of these measures the level of international specializa¬ 
tion in machine building reached a higher stage. For example, 
it already covers about half of the complex lines of technologi¬ 
cal equipment* for the chemical industry, three quarters of 
equipment necessary in oil processing and 65% of all rolling 
equipment produced by our countries. 
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In the chemical industry specialization applies to the 
production of 162 basic products, 1,H66 chemical reagents, and 
h2 pharmaceutical compounds. Cooperation in ferrous metallurgy 
is also successfully developing. 

CEMA and its organs pay r,reat attention to improving 
specialization and cooperation of production, and increasing 
their economic efficiency. A suostantial shortcoming in this 
area uas that jointly adopted CEMA recommendations were not 
always entered in the national and foreign trade plans and agree¬ 
ments, or did not result in corresponding contracts. This lowere 
the responsibility of corresponding economic organs and enter¬ 
prises for the strict observation of obligations concerning 
specialization and cooperation. Furthermore, the producing 
enterprises were not always sufficiently aware of the responsibil 
ities they bore in fulfilling obligations in a given area of 
coopc rat ion. 

In this connection, the l8th Session of the Council alread 
had riede clear that work in international specialization of pro¬ 
duction may be considered as completed only if the engagements 
of the countries stemming from their adoption of recommendations 
made by the Council organs become part of long range or current 
plans and are codified in bilateral or multilateral agreements, 

A special resolution was adopted by the executive committee of 
CLVIA, at the loth Session, with a view to encouraging planning 
in this field. 

liaising the level of basis for greater efficiency in 
specialization and cooperation in the production of various 
types of commodities is also important. An entire range of 
vital problems exists in this area. Thus, at present the 
question of specialization by any country in the production of 
one or another commodity is frequently settled on the basis of 
corresponding production facilities existing in this country 
or the fact that the country has been traditionally producing 
this type commodity. However, production costs and other 
factors are not always taken fully into consideration. Fre¬ 
quently the prices at which such commodities are sold are such 
that only the producing countries benefit while the consumers 
have either no advantage in purchasing such commodities whatso¬ 
ever or are not interested in purchasing such commodities from 
specialized country at such prices. It i3 important to considei 
when settling the matter as to what country will specialize in 
the production of a given commodity, the need for additional 
capital investments which would make possible production in 
amounts covering the needs of other CEMA countries. 
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Another serious hindrance in the development of inter¬ 
national specialization and cooperation of production is that 
the measures suggested did not include any material stimuli 
creating Interest in expanding specialized production or sanctions 
vhich would contribute to insuring reliability in prompt ful¬ 
fillment of production orders and the manufacturing of commodi¬ 
ties on a high technical level. 

Taking into consideration the importance of specialization 
and cooperation of production in CEMA member countries and the 
urgency in eliminating existing difficulties, the 19th Session 
of the Council asked the executive committee to review, at its 
next meeting, all problems affecting the further development of 
such forms of cooperation. 

The system of multilateral accounts among members of 
CEMA creates favorable prerequisites for a more successful in¬ 
crease of international specialization and cooperation. In this 
respect, new possibilities came into being with the opening, in 
January 196U, of the International Bank for Economic Cooperation 
vhich handles multilateral accounts. 

The development and application by CEMA members of unified 
standards determining the dimensions and technical requirements 
in the production of various commodities are quite important in 
intensifying international specialization and cooperation of 
production. The 18th Session of the Council had already asked 
the executive committee to develop measures leading to the 
intensification and acceleration of such activities in all indus¬ 
trial branches, above all in the machine building and chemical 
industries. Now, the council organs have organized this work 
on a more substantial basis than in the past. Together with 
the permanent commission which organizes the development and 
application of unified standards, this work is being done also 
by the branch permanent commissions. The successful solution 
of arising problems was helped by the creation of an inter¬ 
national standardization institute attached to CEMA. 

Capital operations have proved the need for solving 
problems involving specialization and cooperation of production 
from a longer range point of view. The development of such 
most important forms of cooperation will be favorably influenced 
by the coordination of long range national economic plans. The 
members of CEMA, considering the building of new and expansion 
of already existing enterprises, will be able to take more 
fully into consideration the relations existing among them 
in the field of production specialization. Furthermore, the 
coordination of plans will help further this work more 
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successfully between i 960 ano 1970 . 


The trade agreements anions countries members of CK'!A, 
covering tiie new five-year period, and based on the coordinatioi 
of their national economic plans, will help strengthen their 
faith in the reality of the coordinated programs of internatiom 
specialization, and cooperation of production since these agree¬ 
ments will include concrete obligations covering mutual suppliej 
of specialized production. 

The organs of CEMA also pay great attention to coopera¬ 
tion in the field of agriculture which is substantially differenl 
from cooperation in the field of industry (particularly the 
greater concentration of agricultural production on meeting the 
needs of the domestic market; similar conditions for agriculture 
development in countries located in similar natural-geographic 
zones ) . 


In addition to foreign trade exchange of agricultural 
produce, the CFMA countries are jointly developing scientific- 
agronomy and zootechnical measures for raising crop and livestot 
productivity. They include the production of high grade seeds 
for crons and specialization in their production. As a result 
of adopted recommendations and volumes of mutual supplies agreec 
among the countries, the import needs for hybrid seeds for corn 
high grade seeds of wheat, sugar beets, potatoes and many other 
crops are now being fully met. 

With a view to finding the most productive strains of 
agricultural crops, in 1964 the agricultural commission sponsor' 
international tests of 2l4 strains of 11 crops including wheat, 
rye, barley and potatoes in CEMA countries. The commission on 
chemical industry and the commission on agriculture developed 
proposals for satisfying the needs of CEMA countries for synthe 
amino acids and vitamins for the needs of animal husbandry and 
recommendations for the organization of their specialized pro¬ 
duction in the various countries. 

The countries members of CEMA are jointly earmarking 
measures aimed at intensifying agricultural mechanization and 
improving agricultural technology. Thus, the commission on 
agriculture developed an international system of machines for 
complex mechanization of agriculture and forestry. Intern atioi 
tests are taking place of tractors and agricultural machines 
with a view to updating and improving their design. 

Great attention is paid to the study and generalization 
of progressive experience and of scientific-technical achieve¬ 
ments in agriculture by CEMA countries. Seminars attended by 
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specialists are sponsored on increasing the efficiency in the 
use of tractors and agricultural machinery, and the application 
of electric power in agriculture. A symposium was held on the 
struggle against virus diseases in crops; conferences have been 
held on selectivity in potatoes, exchange of experience in the 
raising of large horn cattle and sheep. These and other 
collectively developed measures and recommendations contribute 
to the upsurge in increased productivity in agricultural 
production in all CEMA countries. 

CEMA is also providing extensive help in the development 
of transportation. International transportation is expanding 
among CEMA countries, as a result of expanded international 
socialist division of labor. The load of international freight 
transports has somewhat increased, as shown in the exports of 
only three ’’heavy" commodities exported by the USSR: coal, 
crude oil and iron ore, which rose from 16 million tons in 1955 
to 72 .h million tons in 1963. 

Increased freight shipments faced CEMA countries* with 
the task of increasing the- efficiency of transportation and 
making most efficient use of the available rolling stock. This 
was the reason for the common fleet of freight cars which began 
operations in July 196U. Other collective measures are being 
adopted as well; international truck and air transportation are 
being developed and the railroads are being supplied with tech¬ 
nically improved rolling stock. 

Science and the practical application of its discoveries 
is the most important motor force in the development of all 
national economic branches; it helps each separate country better 
discover and use to a maximum its internal production possibili¬ 
ties. Joint work on major scientific-technical problems of 
multilateral interest helps increase the efficiency with which 
available production possibilities are used, without major 
capital investments; it helps organize the manufacturing and 
application of new types of raw and other materials. 

CEMA pays particular attention to scientific and technical 
cooperation. Last year, almost 200 scientific research insti¬ 
tutes and designing bureaus of the Soviet Union studied, together 
with institutes and bureaus of other CEMA members, about 600 
problems. With a view to eliminating duplication and concentrat¬ 
ing forces and means on the most important problems of mutual 
interest, the CEMA organs are drafting proposals covering basic 
trends in scientific and technical research, on the long range 
basis. All this contributes to the acceleration of technical 
progress in socialist countries and to the achievement of higher 
rates in their production growth. 
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**•* 


The economies of the socialist countries are in a state 
of upsurge. Even greater tasks must be accomplished in the 
course of the implementation of the new lonc-ran^c national 
economic plans. The characteristic aspect of these plans will 
be not only high rates in economic and cultural growth in each 
country but also major qualitative changes in their economics: 
the rapid development of promising branches, increased efficiency 
in the use of production facilities, of raw materials and man¬ 
power. 

The further development of economic cooperation among 
socialist countries will play, as in the past, an exceptionally 
important role in solving these problems. 
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KOMMUNIST PRINTS FINNISH ARTICLE ON COOPERATION 
BETWEEN COMMUNISTS AND SOCIAL EBIOCRATS 


/Following is a translation of an unsigned article entitled, 

"On the Ways of the Transition to Socialist and On the Dic¬ 
tatorship of the Proletariat" in the Russian-language 
theoretical organ of the CPSU Central Oontittee (18 issues 
per year) Kommunist (Communist) 9 No* 4 9 Moscow 9 March 1965# 

pages 90-95*7 

Lately, in relation to a debate which began last autumn 
within the Finnish labor movement on the unity of action 
of the workers* class and the cooperation between 
Communists and Social Democrats, the Finnish press has 
repeatedly discussed aspects on the ways of transition 
to socialism and proletarian dictatorship. A commission 
chosen by the political bureau of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of Finland also discussed these 
problems and drafted overall conclusions which were 
discussed by the political bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Finland. This article 
carries the conclusions published by the theoretical 
and political journal of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Finland Kommunisti , No. 12, 196U. 

Desiring, in accordance with the program of our party, 
to eliminate obstacles hindering the cooperation among working 
class parties, we.consider it useful for our ideological work to 
discuss, once again, the matter of ways for the transition to 
socialism and proletarian dictatorship, since the position of 
the communists is continuously being distorted. Some of the 
misleading views are being disseminated under new forms and with 
a certain success. In this connection, it is necessary to 
clarify whether or not changes have occurred in Ihe international 
situation or in our country which ask of us to pose in a 
different manner the question of the ways of transition to 
socialism and the question of proletarian dictatorship. A 
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profound and frank discussion of these problems reflected in the 
Program of the Communist Party of Finland is timely also because 
there are many non-party members who support U3 and who would 
like to know the truth concerning the goals of the communist 
movement. 

1. T h e Methods of Struggle of the Workers 1 Movemen t 

On the subject of the ways for building socialism, the 
programs of the Communist, and the Social-Democratic Parties are 
substantially different from each other. However, in the 
opinion of the communists, under no circumstance should this be 
an obstacle in the way of cooperation among workers having 
different political outlooks. On the contrary, the erroneous 
and arbitrary interpretations of the communist standpoint accord¬ 
ing to which we, apparently, are trying to build a socialist 
society exclusively through coercive methods and on struggle 
should be considered harmful to the cause of the workers* class. 

When, in the summer of 1918, the Communist Party of 
Finland was created, in a period of fierce white terrorism in 
our country, it stated that this tyranny cannot be overthrown 
by peaceful means. This was a conclusion applying to the con¬ 
crete circumstances and not a basic provision applicable to all 
times, 


The party explained, in particular, its basic position on 
this problem in the program adopted at the 11th Congress of 
the Communist Party of Finland. The Program states that the 
party is aspiring to the victory of socialism by peaceful means. 
This idea is quite clearly expressed in many previous program 
documents of the Communist Party of Finland. Consequently, 
the aspiration to achieve a transition to socialism by peaceful 
means, as mentioned in the 1957 Program, does not me v an at all 
any "abandonment by the Communist Party of Finland of the 
principles which it supported earlier," or a "transition of the 
party on the positions of the social-democrats" as it is s ome- 
times claimed. 

Even.though such claims- which distort reality are not 
always malicious, this matter should be fully clarified. It is 
true that tremendous changes, marking a real upturn, have “taken 
place in the world in the pest decades. However, it is not the 
goals of the communists that have changed but the possibiXities 
for their implementation. This was decisively influenced by the 
drastic change in the ratio of world forces in favor of s ocialisa 
In 1918* existing circumstances made it impossible to consider 
a peaceful transition to socialism. Now, in the opinion of the 
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communists, such a transition is possible in our country. The 
acknowledgement of this possibility refutes the claims made by 
various parties on the coercive designs of the communists. 

Katurally, it would be irresponsible to state that the transition 
from capitalism to socialism may take palce, even under most 
favorable circumstances, all by itself, without mass struggle, 
without the purposeful efforts of the workers' class. It iB 
precisely unanimity and a solid common front of the workers' 
class that are the most reliable guarantee for achieving the 
transition to socialism peacefully. The # creation of such a 
common front under our circumstances is possible precisely through 
the cooperation of worker parties. 

Marx-'s statement to the effect that "each real step ahead 
is more important than a dozen programs" retains its full valid¬ 
ity in our days. However, when the question is raised of 
eliminating obstacles which prevent the cooperation among identi¬ 
cally thinking workers, a certain comparison between the programs 
of various parties may be useful. Thus, for example, a compari¬ 
son between the programs of tie Communist Party of Finland and 
the Social Democratic Party of Finland far from reveals the 
frequently repeated assertion that the difference between 
communists and Social Democrats consists in the fact that the 
first support the unpeaceful methods of struggle while the second 
are against them. Both parties state in their programs their 
aspiration to reach their goal peacefully. Understandably, 
the drafters of both programs were faced with the question: what 
to do in case the enemy refuses to consider the existing possibil¬ 
ity of solving the conflict peacefully, if he does not agree 
to observe the rules of the "democratic gain," but, aating against 
the will of the people, takes the path of naked force? This 
question cannot be avoided in the basic programs of worker 
parties. It absolutely requires an answer. It is answered both 
in the program of the Communist Party of Finland and the program 
of the Social Democratic Party of Finland. The first states: 

"The Communist Party tries to achieve the victory of 
socialism peacefully. However, any coercive activities by the 
counterrevolution may create a corresponding use of force by the 
toiling masses . " 

Anti-communist propaganda states that it is precisely that 
last consideration reveals coercive aspirations. Since, on this 
basis, the communist movement is claimed to be "anti-democratic" 
while, at the same time, the Social Democratic Party is publicized 
as being a "democratic workers' movement," it makes sense to 
see what the program of the Finnish Social Democratic Party 
states as to the methods of struggle, approved by the party. 
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Stating that 'in all its political activities, the Social 
Democratic Party observes democratic and parliamentary rules 
and demands, at the same time, their observation by others," 
the program adds: "This, naturally, is possible only under the 
conditions of a political democracy. Under different circum¬ 
stances, other methods must be used, in case of need." 

The "other" methods (in addition to democratic and 
parliamentary) which the program of the Finnish Social Democratic 
Party calls for to be applied "in case of need,' 1 are not clearly 
specified. However, this provision of the program, quite loose 
and suitable for any kind of interpretation, still leaves no 
place for doubt that it means any known parliamentary methods 
of pressure and force-which are, basically, approved by the 
Finnish Social Democratic Party. This alone is proof enough 
of the artificial attempt at splitting the workers* movement 
into supporters and opponents of force, on the basis of party 
affiliation. 

It should be also pointed out, for the sake of clarity, 
that, according to the program of the Communist Party of Finland, 
parliamentary methods are not the only democratic and peaceful 
methods; democratic and peaceful methods include some forms of 
mass movement such as demonstrations and strikes. 

2. On the Concept of the Pi c tatorship of the Proletariat 

The question of the dictatorship of the proletariat has 
been the subject of particularly lively discussions in the 
onen debates which have taken place lately on the ways of 
transition to socialism and the forms of socialist state. The 
debates helped reveal the various opinions on the topicality and 
practical suitability of the Marxist theory of proletarian 
dictatorship in our days. The desire to understand this theory 
more objectively and in a more businesslike fashion has increased 
even among people outside the workers' movement. On the one 
hand, some leaders of the right-wing Social Democrats interpret 
the idea of proletarian dictatorship in their own fashion, one- 
sidedly and arbitrarily, using it as a pretext in the struggle 
against the cooperation among workers' parties. On the other, 
the Communist Party of Finland is sometimes advised, with good 
intentions in mind, to abandon this presumed "dead weight," i.e., 
the idea of proletarian dictatorship. All this shows that an 
explanation of the foundations of the Marxist teaching on the 
state 18 necessary. 

The bourgeois and social democratic press (above all, 
the Leskinen and Company-owned newspapers) are applying particu¬ 
larly unconscientious methods, stressing that the most essential 
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aspect of proletarian dictatorship is coercion. These newspapers 
quote Lenin but in such a way as to emphasize only the attitude 
of proletarian dictatorship toward coercion but not the attitude 
toward coercion displayed by the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. 
Whereas Lenin classified dictatorship as being "power which is 
.boundless, illegal and based on force, in the literal sense of 
the word," anti-communist propaganda presents matters as though 
this determination applies only to proletarian dictatorship, 
even though Lenin included here all types of dictatorship, 
dictatorship in general. 

Meanwhile, the facts indisputably proved by Lenin that 
reliance on force is inherent to the state in general and that 
until society is divided into classes, each state is a dictator¬ 
ship of one or another class and that the democratic bourgeois 
states themselves in their nature are "one way or another always 
a dictatorship of the bourgeoisie" is not being mentioned. 

Another prejudiced idea is that, ignoring obvious facts, 
some people hold on to the formal logical claim according to 
which dictatorship and democracy are mutually exclusive concepts 
and, on this basis, refuse to see that the same social regime 
is democracy for some and dictatorship for others and that in 
reality dictatorial and democratic forms of behavior are inter¬ 
twined and interrelated. The supporters of such a one-sided 
view declare the Marxists as being the enemies of democracy 
even though it is precisely Marxism that considers a broad and 
effective democracy a necessary prerequisite for the establish¬ 
ment and consolidation of the socialist regime. According to 
the program of the Communist Party of Finland, proletarian 
dictatorship is nothing else but the power of the working people, 
a state ruled by the workers' class and its allies — the toil¬ 
ing strata of the population— i.e., the power of the tremen¬ 
dous majority of the people. This interpretation of proletarian 
dictatorship is consistent with Marxist theory. Consequently, 
proletarian dictatorship is democracy for the overwhelming 
majority of the people and the supporters of proletarian dictator¬ 
ship easily become firm supporters of political democracy both 
under capitalist and under socialist conditions. 

Anti-Marxist propaganda cleverly uses the fact that 
a great deal of people do not have sufficient time or do not 
display any theoretical interest for a profound study of some¬ 
times very complex problems, concepts and definitions of the 
teaching on the state. To such people, the Marxist definitions 
of proletarian dictatorship may seem strange and one-sided. 

On the contrary, people tending to logical theoretical thinking 
find it relatively easy to understand such extremely bare 
scientific definitions in which all attention is concentrated 
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on the core of the matter, on the hidden essence of the phenomenon 
under study. 

However, the scientific definition of the state as a 
dictatorship, as an ori:an of class domination and as a means of 
maintaining order by the dominating class does not prevent to 
render its due to all possible forms of democracy in a given 
state regime or belittle the significance of the various generally 
useful and humanitarian tasks performed by the dictatorship. 

This definition only expresses something common to all states. 

It should be pointed out that the Marxist definitions of 
the theory of the state consider as coercion not only armed 
struggle and terror but, in general, the use of a great variety 
of methods of coercion, including legal and democratic ones. 
However, this is not the main thing. The main thing to be 
understood is the following: torely on coercion which, accord¬ 
ing to the Marxist theory is inherent to any state, is not 
the same thing as to make use of coercion. There is no Marxist 
definition of dictatorship stating that any dictatorship is 
naked force and that the use of force is unconditional and 
permanent. The definitions state only that each state, each 
dictatorship relies on coercion, i.e., has the corresponding 
weapons to maintain order and, if necessary, is ready to use 
force even in its extreme forms, whenever necessary. 

There is plenty of truth of the dictatorial and coercive 
nature of the bourgeois state even in a developed capitalist 
country considered as most democratic. 

In regard to Finland, it is sufficient to refer to the 
following universally known facts: the terroristic measures of 
the state against the workers in 19^8-19^9 and 1956; the fact 
that the army, the police and Justice have remained in the hands 
of the right-wing; the existence of a legislation aimed at 
protecting the interests of big capital only; the shameless 
elimination of the left-wing workers’ movement, of its representa¬ 
tives and even of the free thinking intelligentsia from 
participation in most various economic and social fields, etc. 


Even many among those who, for one or another reason, 
do not like the foreign-bounding words ’’proletarian dictator¬ 
ship," in fact support the same position and consider the build¬ 
ing of socialism is possible only under the guidance of the 
workers’ class, providing that power is in the hands of the 
workers' class and its allies — the toiling strata of the 
population. Consequently, they believe in the same thing but 
wish to express it otherwise. The acceptance of the idea of 
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proletarian dictaroship does not require at all the constant 
repetition of these foreign words. It is hardly possible to 
avoid them in theoretical considerations but it is possible, 
in practice, without damaging the cause to speak of, for example, 
the power of the workers or the socialist state, etc., which is 
what we are doing. 

3. On the Forms of the Socialist State 


Therefore, we have no reasons to consider that the 
scientific concept of proletarian dictatorship is obsolete and 
revise the Marxist definitions in this matter. It is far more 
important to analyze the entire variety of forms which a social¬ 
ist state may assume and prove that the dictatorship of the prole 
tariat is "not even the main aspect of coercion" (V. I. Lenin). 
The timeliness of the detailed explanation of this matter is 
proved, among others, also by the fact that even the liberally 
minded in*fc elligehtsia which tries to think without prejudices 
is beginning to realize that the concept of "proletarian dictator 
ship" cannot be expressed in any frozen formulae indepependent 
of time an d space and that the definitions applying to it are 
sibject to changes and development. An example cf such an outlook 
is the article by Antti Eskola, published on 6 November in tie 
newspaper Kansan Lekhti . It includes the idea that the dictator¬ 
ship of the proletariat, now and in the future, may be expressed 
in forms different from the currently known ones. 

From the Marxist point of view, it is self evident that 
the forms and methods of the socialist state, as in general of 
any state power, must change as economic and historical condi¬ 
tions change. Proletarian dictatorship, in any case, is only 
an intermediary stage in the transition from a bourgeois society 
to a classless, a communist, society. This transitional stage 
will be shorter, the higher the economic level of the country 
adopting socialism, the more solid the international position 
of the. socialist countries, the broader and more united the 
front of supporters of socialist changes within the country and 
the weaker *tiie forces of the enemies of such changes. The 
influence of* these factors make possible even a corresponding 
democratization of methods of government, for many of the methods 
of force which were applied in the past by the socialist states 
sometimes committing even gross errors, will appear unnecessary. 

If we compare the prerequisites for the building of 
socialism in modern Finland with the incredible difficulties 
which Soviet Russia had to overcome during the first years of 
its existence, vre may state with assurance that the period of 
proletarian di c t atorship in our country will be far shorter 
and easier in all respects. Quite important, together with the 
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incomparably nore favorable international circumstances and 
wore advantafi eous economic prerequisites, the fact that the 
realization of the unavcidaoility of socialist changes is crow¬ 
ing among wider and wider popular strata. Obvious cnanges are 
■taking place even among tne Social Democrats . Already during 
the forties and the fifties, tne most influential leaders of the 
Finnish Social Democratic Party (Varenen, Leskinen and others) 
kept reiterating that the question as to who holds the capital, 
or who owns the main means of production -- whetner society or 
private individuals -- is not essential. How, even some members 
of the Social Democratic leadership mention the need for deliver¬ 
ing the management of some fields of production in the hands of 
society. 


The discussion on the multi-party system and freedom of 
opposition in a socialist state, which began in such an interest¬ 
ing fasnion, should be continued since it prepared the ground 
for the thorough analysis, without any prejudices, of the 
prospects of the social development of our country from the 
point of view of interest of the wide people’s strata. 

The basis should be that Marxist theory does not reject, 
in principle, a multi-party system or freedom for the opposition 
within a socialist regime. This is allowed also by the program 
of the Communist Party of Finland according to which the party 
aspires toward "constructive cooperation with all parties enjoy¬ 
ing the support of the working people both under capitalist 
conditions as well as under conditions marking the transition 
to socialism and in the course of its building." This means 
that tne Communit Party of Finland does not consider the build¬ 
ing of socialism as its monopoly but contemplates the participa¬ 
tion of other parties in this matter, operating as independent 
and equal organizations, above all, parties enjoying the support 
of the workers' class, the toiling population of the cities and 
the peasant masses. In the opposite case, any debate on coopera¬ 
tion would have no meaning. It should be also emphasized that 
the program of the Communist Party of Finland according to which 
the "transition from capitalism to socialism may be achieved only 
under the leadership of the workers' class and its organization, 
does not include the idea of a single leading party, which is 
logically consistent if we assume the existence of several 
parties supporting socialist changes. Stating this, the 
Communist Party of Finland creates prerequisites for free exchange 
of opinion concerning those new and previously unknown in Finland 
forms which unavoidably appear in the transition toward social¬ 
ist development. In this connection, it would be expedient to 
discuss the question of the influence of the considerable demo¬ 
cratic principles and organizational traditions of workers' 
class of our country which were pointed out already in 1917 by 
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V- I. Lenin who said that the Finnish workers "are promoting 
in their own way, the establishment of a socialist republic. 
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PABLO SB30VIA SPEAKS OF NICARAGUA IN PARITYNAYA ZHIZN 1 


following Is a translation of an article by- 
Pablo Segovia entitled, "The Strength of the 
Peoples is in Unified Action," in the Russian- 
language semimonthly organ of the CPSU Central 
Committee, Partiynaya zhizn 1 (Party Life), No. 6, 
Moscow, March 1965, pages 65-69^7 


There is nothing remarkable in the fact that the readers 
of Partiynaya zhizn 1 know little about our country, which is 
located on an opposite continent or, as is said, at the edge 
of the world. Knowing the Soviet people, however, to be loyal 
internationalists and friends and defenders of the enslaved 
peoples throughout the world, I decided to describe to them 
what Nicaragua represents in our time, as well as how its 
working class and all of its people battle for their freedom 
and national independence against the imperialist oppressors. 

Nicaragua is a small country with a population of ap¬ 
proximately 1,800 thousand and is one of five Latin American 
countries that make up so-called Central America. It can be 
stated without exaggeration that the present disastrous 
situation in Nicaragua is the result of the 65 year rule of 
North American monopolist capital over our country. 

The productive forces of the country are developing 
exceedingly slowly. Agriculture and a weak light industry, 
which is backward and has an almost untouched feudal aspect 
and ugly capitalist forms, predominate in the economy of 
Nicaragua. It is true that with the introduction of the 
program of the "Alliance for Progress" 1 and with the formation 
of the Central American Common Market 2 a certain upsurge was 
noted in the industrial development of the country. Subsidiary 
enterprises of American monopolies, for instance for the proc¬ 
essing of petroleum, the production of metal products, the 
output of food concentrates from Imported raw material, the 
manufacture of cosmetics, etc., were the primary manifestation 
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of this. However, the country remains backward as before and 
in addition is to a greater extent economically dependent upon 
American imperialism. It could not be otherwise. The essence 
of contemporary monopolist capital is such that any aid 
presented by it for any motives, even for ’’the sake of progress," 
follows primarily its own greedy interests. 

The role of the Central American Common Market, with the 
assistance of which the US monopolies acquired almost unlimited 
possibilities for placing their capital in our economy, is 
exceptionally great in the implementation of Washington's neo¬ 
colonialist policy. This leads to stagnation and in addition 
to a weak national industry. The seizure of sources of raw 
materials in Nicaragua by foreign capital has increased, and 
the process of monopolization of trade and all banking matters 
is proceeding at a rapid pace. At present the most valuable 
natural resources are almost completely in the hands of US 
monopolies. This plundering is cloaked by disgraceful contracts 
signed behind the back of the people. The Yankees have become 
t-io masters of our copper, having registered their "right" to 
it by a special agreement to run for 75 years. The rule by 
American and Canadian companies in the gold extracting industry 
has continued since the 1870's. They annually make a profit 
of not less than 15 million dollars from the extraction of 
gold and pay our 3tate a meagre tax of not over three percent. 

Nicaraguan agriculture is characterized by its one crop 
system.3 For a long period of time cotton and coffee have 
been the primary product. In connection with this the land 
for grain crops has been reduced to the limit. As a result 
of the crises in the capitalist world market, almost the entire 
cotton harvest of Nicaragua for 1963 has been accumulated in 
the warehouses. Increasing difficulties in the sale of coffee 
have led to a loss of income of approximately 100 million 
dollars during the past 10 years. 

Thousands of poor peasants in the coffee growing regions 
have been thrown off their land and forced to work for paltry 
wages on the mechanized estates of the capitalists, who have 
at their disposal exceptionally large bank credit and modern 
technical resources (machinery, fertilizer and chemicals). 

The land in these regions is being sold at speculative prices, 
and this has aggravated the contradiction between the capitalists 
and the landlords. Attempting to surpass the landlords and 
especially the large latifundists in the receipt of profits, 
the capitalists transfer the entire weight of the difference 
between the high prices for the land and the low prices for 
the exported coffee and cotton to the shoulders of the ruined 
peasants who have become agricultural workers. 
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Feudal attitudes toward production remain almost un¬ 
touched in the villages in the central part of the country. 

The leasing of the land to the landlords is accompanied by 
the purchase of the harvest from the peasants at the lowest 
prices. Through their wealth the latifundists grab up com¬ 
munal land and acquire government land. At the present time 
there are in Nicaragua 50 large estates each with an area of 
over 30 thousand hectares. 

The program of the "Alliance for Progress" has been 
carried on in Nicaragua, as in other Latin American countries, 
for three years, and our national economy is splitting along 
all its seams and is coming more and more to a complete 
catastrophe. As before, the reactionaries and their propaganda 
boisterously declare that the "Alliance" carries credits with 
it which are to wipe out poverty and hunger. However, now 
it is perfectly clear that the miserly credits, accompanied 
by the numerous conditions, are not capable of changing the 
situation in our country for the better. On the contrary, 
the imperialist exploitation is expanding. Each dollar 
received by Nicaragua from the "Alliance for Progress" is 
repaid twofold by our people. State organs have in effect 
become appendages of the bosses of foreign capital. 

The people of Nicaragua suffer under the yoke of 
predatory neocolonialism. The oppression of foreign capital 
is supplemented by the oppression and the arbitrariness of 
domestic reactionary forces — the large landholders and 
capitalists, who posses both wealth and power. Anastasio 
somosa forcefully too k uhe r«igns of government 30 years ago 
and established a military dictatorship which functions up 
to the present time. The Somosa family, that once could barely 
make ends meet, has now become a family of billionaires. It 
is capable of selling our country to the devil himself, if 
he would only guarantee it fabulous profits. It is precisely 
this that explains the indestructible alliance between the 
dectator and American imperialism. 

However, it is not only the dictatorial Somosa govern¬ 
ment that is a support for American neocolonialism. This role 
is also played by the conservative party, expressing the 
interests of the reactionary, oligarchic group of the national 
right wing bourgeoisie, that is those circles that have stained 
themselves with treachery. Having lost power in 1939, the 
conservative party (although now it appears as the opposition 
in relation to the dictatorial government) understands that 
the chances for the reestablishment of past positions are for 
it tremendously insignificant. At one time it dreamt of carry¬ 
ing out an overthrow with the militarists. The conservatives, 



having taken a compromising position in their attitude toward 
the Somosa dictatorship, now av:ait the 1967 elections in order 
to achieve some privileges. 

In Nicaragua the rule of foreign and domestic reaction 
is the basic obstacle in the way of the anpearance in the 
country of new oolitical and economic positions which could 
progress further. Despite repressions and every kind of 
infringement on democratic rights the struggle of the working 
class and the toiling masses for their vital interests, freedom 
and national independence is growing and expanding. The 
peasants more and more resolutely demand the return of land 
seized by the landlords and protest arbitrary rule by govern¬ 
ment. The blood of the many peasants who fell before the bullets 
and bayonets of the national guard in the Chinandega Region has 
net dried yet. This crime by the Somosa dictatorship elicited 
the anger and indignation of all the honest people in the 
country. 

The democratic movement, which, in coming out against 
the reactionary policy of the government and neocolonialism, 
expresses the hopes of the people and all its progressive 
forces, grows and expands in the country. Many here believe 
that the political rule of dictatorship and oligarchy is coming 
to a close. We, communists, explain all of the damage created 
by similar illusions and the entire danger from the over¬ 
estimation of the weakness of the dictatorial regime. One 
must not be complacent and close one's eyes to the fact that 
the economic and political assistance that it Is receiving 
from American imperialism to a specific degree compensates 
for the inescapable weakening of the domestic reaction. The 
events during recent years clearly confirm this situation. 

In I960 the Somosa dictatorship was living through its most 
difficult, fi not most critical, moment. It was precisely 
at this time that the naval units of the United States 
ploughed through the seas near Nicaragua, and imperialist 
appeals for intervention could be heard. In our time American 
military assistance has adopted a blunt character. The United 
States established complete control over both the police and 
the armies in Nicaragua and all of the Central American 
countries. V/ith the growth- of foreign military intervention 
the last indications of the political independence of the 
puppet governments are disappearing. 

Our party, not in any way underestimating the weaknesses 
of domestic reaction and at the same time not exaggerating 
in any way its danger but soberly evaluating reality, explains 
to the masses that the process of the further polarization 
of the basic class forces will speed up in the political life 
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of the country. This in turn will lead to the cohesion of 
all democratic and patriotic currents and their liberation 
from the pernicious influence of the liberals and conservatives. 
The masses are moving more and more to the left, and the 
communists, considering all of this, call upon all true 
democrats and patriots to make serious efforts for the estab¬ 
lishment of a broad democratic front, uniting in it all those 
who are prepared to struggle against imperialism and internal 
reaction. Several years ago our party did not believe it 
possible to participate in such a coalition. Now, however, 
it has become completely obvious that communists, as the 
revolutionary vanguard of the working class and people, not 
only can but must take part in the organization of the democrat¬ 
ic front. Confirming this, we do not permit any left 
tendencies in our own policies. We believe that we are 
capable of winning trust in the deomcratic front not only 
from among the broad toiling masses but also from certain 
groups of the national bourgeoisie. 

The leadership of our party has worked out and acquainted 
the public with its program document entitled, "The Plan for 
Basic Reform. Toward the Creation of the Democratic National 
Front." This document calls upon all honest people, who 
despise the policies of the dictatorial government and of the 
North American neocolonialists, to unite in the ranks of the 
democratic front in a common struggle for freedom and national 
independence and against rapacious monopolies and their rule 
in our country. The demands developed in this docement foresee: 
in the area of economics -- the execution of a democratic 
agrarian reform which must return the land to the peasants 
without any payment, the transfer of all national wealth to 
the people and the achievement of the right to trade with all 
of the world's countries on the basis of mutual benefit; 
in political life ~ the overthrow of the ruling pro-imperial¬ 
ist dictatorship and the establishment of a truly democratic 
government capable of defending the national Independence 
of our country; and on the international scene — the adherence 
to the principles of peace, peaceful coexistence and self- 
determination by peoples. 

The struggle for the establishment of a democratic front 
is taking place under complex conditions. The provocative 
acts of its enemies are creating numerous difficulties. Great 
difficulties are also presented by those forces that must in 
time Join the ranks of the democratic front. Specific left 
wing circles of the hourgeois-democratic parties and groups 
long ago severed their ties with the reactionary government. 
However, the influence of the right wing bourgeois parties 
still weighs on their conscience; they especially waver in 
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the determination of the tacticc for the struggle and propose 
that the framework of the front be not so much democratic as 
anti-dictatorial. Imperialism, in their opinion, is a 
conception not so much real as abstract. They say that the 
main enemy of the people is the Sor.osa dictatorship, against 
which the front must carry out its struggle. 

Such a point of view is dangerous to the interests of 
the people. In connection with this, our party has begun a 
broad explanatory campaign within various strata of the 
population. The party concentrated the primary attention on 
the following theses. Imperialism is not an abstract concept 
but a practical force which operates within and without our 
country. In Nicaragua, therefore, no political coalition, 
including the democratic front, can be successful by bypassing 
imperialism; the front must be democratic only; it is called 
upon to propose a program of structural reforms and persistent 
ly to strive for their implementation; national and democratic 
renovation can be achieved only by uniting with all of the 
people and their political and social organizations that have 
as their goal the material reform of society and, first of all, 
the elimination of dependence upon American monopolies. 

The formation of the democratic front is being hampered 
by the ’’bourgeois leftist" group of "Sandinists" who represent 
one of the political' tendencies in the trade-union association 
Life itself, however, points to the erroneousness of their 
actions. By being proponents of the "insurrectional line," 
the participants in this group, under the influence of the 
actual situation, are little by little changing their tactics 
up to associating themselves with the thesis of an "anti- 
dictatorial front." The policy of our party in its relation 
to such friends was and remains rather flexible; we patiently 
explain to them the harmful effect of "bourgeois leftist" 
action and the no-less harmful effect of their Tightest notion 
We are also conducting the struggle against "bourgeois leftism 
within our own ranks in connection with the fact that a part 
of the membership of our party has found itself confined by 
the ideology which is foreign to Marxism-Leninism. 

Our party does not limit itself to propaganda regarding 
the need for the establishment of the democratic front. Last 
year at the large May Day workers 1 demonstration in the capita! 
with more than 20 thousand workers, as well as at many mass 
rallies and meetings in various provinces, we told about our 
conception of the democratic front as a broad anti-imperialist 
coalition. We are strengthening our ties with the masses, 
especially our leading role in the workers movement. The 
communists are establishing their party organizations in 



trade-unions and, in addition independent of their orientation 
at industrial enterprises, in the villages and among v/hite 
collar workers and trades people. Everywhere that the 
influence of our party penetrates, its theses concerning the 
democratic front become very popular. Our legal and illegal 
press organs are widely distributed among the people. 

The party believes that the formation of the democratic 
front will lead to the appearance of that support around which 
the policy not only of communists but also of all democratic 
organizations and groups striving to struggle for peace and 
national liberation will be centered. We have selected our 
road, proceeding from a thorough analysis of the economic and 
social conditions in Nicaragua. We are not appealing for an 
armed struggle; we are fighting for political power through 
peaceful means. Does this mean that we are only for a peaceful 
path? No. The current Nicaraguan situation and the relation¬ 
ship between the basic class forces does not present the 
democratic forces with the opportunity for an uprising. This 
must be preceeded by a process of thorough preparation. 

However, it is important to see this preparation not only as 
a process of stocking firearms. It must be seen as a dialectical 
process containing a complex and difficult work with the masses 
and many other aspects at the same time not neglecting any one 
of them. Acting in this way only i8 it possible to understand 
when and what step is dictated by life. 

Our party believes in the success of its political line 
and believes in the success of the general line of the inter¬ 
national Communist movement, worked out by the Conferences of 
1957 and I960. It believes in the correctness of the CPSU 
policy and the correctness of its program. Our party believes 
that the struggle for the national liberation of the peoples 
of Latin America will become more effective as fev/er opportuni¬ 
ties remain to International imperialism for the unleashing 
of nuclear war. The policy of peace and peaceful coexistence 
v/ith the Soviet Union and other socialist countries at its 
head plays a tremendous role in the solution of mankind's 
fate and to a vast degree promotes the success of our struggle 
for national liberation. 
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K0MMUNI5T ARTICLE LAMBASTS WEST GERMAN DEFENSE MINISTER 


/Following is a translation of an article by Ya* Viktorov 
entitled, "The Kan with Many Adjectives 11 in the Russian- 
language theoretical organ of the CPSU Central Committee 
(18 issues per year), Koramunist (Communist), No* 3, Moscow, 
February 1965• pages 110-114*/ 


We are talking about Franz-Josef Strauss, former 
West German Defense Minister and current Chairman of the 
Christian-Social Union Party (the Bavarian branch of the 
Christian Democratic Union Party). 

In our days, when West German revenge militarism with 
its Inherent stubbornness and shamelessness, is aiming at 
supplying the Bundesvehr with nuclear weapons -- either through 
the multilateral nuclear forces of NATO or any other way — 
it is impossible to ignore the name Franz-Josef Strauss. He 
was the first to raise the question of supplying the Bundeswehr 
with nuclear weapons, of the creation, as he expressed himself, 
of allied nuclear forces. Franz-Josef Strauss is a man 
connected with the most adventuristic and aggressive plans of 
West German militarism. 

Recently, the entire world heard the news of the arch 
criminal "Trettner plan” for setting up an atomic mine zone 
along the border between West Germany and the German Democratic 
Republic and Czechoslovakia. This announcement provoked a 
feeling of indignation and alarm in world public opinion. It 
was precisely then, on 23 January to be accurate, that the 
French newspaper Le Monde reported that the publisher of the 
West German magazine Per Spiegel , Augsten, who in the past, 
was persecuted for revealing the dirty affairs of Strauss, 
was again being prosecuted for . . . publication of military 

secrets. What is the matter? It is that in connection with 



with the publicity of the "Trettner plan,” the magazine Per Spiegel 
published two articles showing that Strauss was one of the 
inspirers of this reckless plan. 

Furthermore, as Minister of Defense, he drafted even 
more dangerous and reckless plans. They dealt with, no more 
and no less, striking to the east a preventive atomic blow. One 
of the articles of the magazine Per Spiegel said: "Regardless 
of the fact that the Federal Republic does not have means for 
protection on the atomic war level, that it could be destroyed, 
the Ministry of Defense (Federal Republic of Germany) undertook, 
in the spring of 1962, a study of the question of dealing an 
atomic (preventive) blow to the east. . ." 

A unique, monstrous provocation was being contemplated, 
with Strauss's participation. The idea which obsessed him as 
the head of the Ministry of Defense was to provoke a preventive 
atomic war for the sake of implementing the most evil and 
aggressive plans of West German revanchism. 

Could it be, however, that the existence of such plans 
is an invention of the magazine Per Spiegel which has old 
accounts to settle with Strauss? No. As Le Monde stressed, 
Aug3ten, the editor of Per Spiegel , was accused not of invent¬ 
ing something but of publicizing state military secrets. Yet, 
the Bonn authorities themselves in fact acknowledged the 
existence of such criminal plans. 

The fact alone that Strauss drafted a plan for prevent¬ 
ing atomic war justifies the description made of him, in his 
time, by the editor of the English magazine The New Statesman , 
Kingsley Martin, who described the former West German Defense 
Minister as "one of the most dangerous people of Europe." 

That he remains now, with a very real prospect of becoming 
even more dangerous if his ambitious desires and aspirations 
could be fulfilled. He has frequently and quite frankly spoken 
of his wishes. Thus, in an interview granted to the correspond¬ 
ent of the English newspaper Daily Mail , he mentioned his 
two main aspirations: to become chancellor of the Federal 
Republic of Germany and to make the Bundeswehr the strongest 
army in Europe. 

Conditions in West Germany are such that Strauss has & 
good chance to succeed. There are flowers which blossom 
gorgeously only in flats. Strauss is such a "flower." In 
any case, it is precisely the conditions prevailing in West 
Germany where military criminals, former Hitlerite generals 
and Nazi leaders feel so at home, that have given Strauss the 
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tunity to cover the road he has already covered and to 
on the further fulfillment of his ambitious intents. 


It should be borne in mind that he still belongs to the 
g class of West Germany and is very active in the political 
of the country. It vas not by accident that the press 
ed out that when Chancellor Erhardt met with the President 
ance de Gaulle, in January, he had a long talk not only 
Adenauer but with Strauss as well. 

It is said of Franz-Josef Strauss that he is a man of 
adjectives of long standing, among which those of 
critical,’ 1 "untruthful," or "arrogant,” are not the worst. 

dirty in everything: in politics, in life and in business 
tions. A familiarity with his biography will show that 
"quite a multi-faceted" individual. He is one of the 
rs of militant anti-communism, a true servant of the 
olies, a shameless careerist and unique hero of scandalous 
s. By social origin, Strauss belongs to those middle and 
bourgeois circles which, in their time, filled the ranks 
bier's party and supplied it with an abundance of candidates 
he position of district, regional and other "fuhrers." 

Strauss was born on 6 September 1915 in Munich, in the 
f of a rich butcher. Graduating from the university, he 
s an instructor in the Hitler Youth. He took part in the 
i World War as an officer but did not achieve military 

Strauss fought mainly against the civilian population, 
ig himself, in 19^1, in L'vov, he actively participated in 
Lling the orders of the known Hitlerite executioner 
ander who delivered the city for plundering and the popula- 
for mass extermination. 

Strauss's biographers claim that he was lucky in war. 
Volgograd his feet froze and he was hastily evacuated to 
?ar, in his native Bavaria where he very comfortably became 
:her at the military school in Schongau. The end of the 
aught him there. When American troops occupied Schongau 
5 end of April 19^5, unlike his colleagues who were taken 
lers, Strauss became an interpreter for the American 
ider. He did not lose time in currying favor and, in the 
l of 1946, became landrat, i.e., the head of the local 
l administration. At the same time, Strauss was quite 
t in the Christian Social Union and was elected to the 
stag in 1949. Being a political chameleon, during the 
>ral campaign he assumed the cloak of "peace maker." 
ss proclaimed in his speeches: "Let the hands of he who 
wishes to hold weapons dry." Fooling the voters and 
id to parliament, he quickly washed off his "peace maker" 



role and worked for the creation of a ’’regular army from all 
strata of the population.” 

Aware of who is the true master of West Germany, Strauss 
established solid relations with the biggest monopolies of 
the country. There is no doubt that these relations were of 
great help to him in his official career. In 1953 Strauss was 
already a Minister for Special Affairs in Adenauer's cabinet. 

In 1955 he was the youngest cabinet member. Minister of 
Atomic Frobleras. Strauss was not satisfied with this. He en¬ 
gaged in intrigues against Theodore Blank, the then Minister 
of Defense and attained his goal in 1956. He became Minister 
of Defense, holding one of the most important positions in the 
government of the "cold war” chancellor, Adenauer. 

Strauss assumed this position under very favorable 
circumstances. The 195U Paris Agreements were already in effect. 
West Germany became member of NATO. Strauss created a Bundesvehr 
patterned after Hitler's Webrmacht. He was later proudly to 
say that the majority of the command personnel of the army 
consisted of officers of Hitler's army, that ”in the 
Bundesvehr there is not even a captain who has not been a member 
of the Wehrrcacht." Assuming power, Strauss announced his 
rearmament program: ’’All technical and economic forces of 
the republic must be attracted to the cause of rearmament. 

We want for the Bundesvehr the most effective and modern weapons.’’ 
Soon he demanded that the Bundesvehr be supplied with nuclear 
weapons. 


His dream is to cover West Germany with barracks needed 
not only for the army but for . . educational purposes. 

He wrote to a parent council of a school in Lover Silesia: 

”We must build more barracks for only there can young Germans 
receive adequate training as citizens.” In his native Bavaria, 
he said: "There may well come a time when barracks will he 
as important as churches." Strauss i6 an extreme militarist 
and revenge seeker. He is one of the first who shamelessly 
said that Hitler does not bear responsibility for the launch¬ 
ing of the Second World War. Peace is not for Strauss. For 
him the Second World War has not yet ended. He proclaimed, 
this at home and abroad. In 1961, in California, he said: 

"The Second World War has not yet ended." 

These words hardly conceal the desire to revise the 
results of the war which ended so ignominiously for Hitle r's 
fascism. How? Naturally, with the help of a new war un¬ 
leashed under the banner of anti-communism• Communism, 
pathetically exclaimed Strauss, is not only a military hut 
a total threat; we are soldiers precisely for the sake of 


94 



transferring power from the hands of the atheists back to 
Christian hands. Strauss is dreaming of a new "drang nach 
Osten," the enslavement of Eastern European countries, striking 
a blow against the Soviet Union. The newspaper Nurnberger 
Nachrichten (Nurnberg News) published the following declaration 
made by Strauss: "We live in the century of technology, when 
the united power of our allies should reach such a level as to 
be able to erase the Soviet Union from the map." 

Such are the delirious dreams of one of the leaders of 
West German revanchism. 

It is easy to guess that in his aggressive plans Strauss 
considers the German Democratic Republic as his first victim. 

"The operation," he said, "should take place in the manner 
in which, in his time. Hitler promoted the Anahluss with Austria 
and the occupation of the Sudeten area. A lightening attack 
mu6t be made against the German Democratic Republic and the 
Oder must be reached before the people's army (German Democratic 
Republic) and other troops collect themselves. The general 
staff and the government circles are certain that with such an 
unexpected attack the entire world will have to accept this 
solution ." 

There is no need to prove the foolishness and unrealistic 
nature of similar considerations and presumptions. However, 
they are typical for the adventurism of West German militarism, 
for Strauss who is drafting plans for a "preventive atomic 
strike" to the east. 

Strauss remained Minister of Defense for almost six years. 
He did not resign willingly. This was demanded by society after 
the actions of the Minister became known and because of which 
he is known as the "greatest corrupter in Bonn." That is not 
all. His name appeared .in .. the court case of organizers 
of the Duseseldorf organization of prostitutes. He was among 
the clients of the well known Frankfurt call girl Rosemary 
Nitribit who was mysteriously killed. He was seen in restaurants 
with prostitutes and indulged in such unseemly behavior that 
he had to be bounced out. 

The name Strauss was in everybody's mouth. After the 
Strauss scandal at the reception of the President at the Bruel 
Palace, the West German magazine Stern p ublished a note claiming 
that the Minister, as a result of excessive consumption of 
alcoholic beverages, "was unable to control his actions and 
himself." Strauss hastily published a "denial," which denied 
nothing but only made the public laugh: he referred to his 
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"overwork," and his "disturbed circulation of the blood" as 
result of performing official and political duties. 

However, Strauss did not fall because of such behavioj 
He fell because of his greed, his thirst for money. How did 
he "make" money? By making extensive use of his official pos 
tion, maybe-not for direct stealing of public funds but for 
very ugly business. As of 1952, Strauss was in fact working 
for the "I. G. Farbenindustrie," for a monthly salary of 
5,000 marks. 

Once, when Strauss was at the head of the Defense 
Ministry, it became clear that officials of the military depa 
ment were making huge profits from the owners of the Upper 
Bavarian Company "Striva," in exchange for profitable orders 
for clothing and equipment for the Bundeswehr. The press whi 
published this information did not mention that Strauss direct 
participated in such deals. Yet,in Munich, the Minister of 
Defense built a superb cottage costing two and a half million 
marks. A second cottage was built on the French Riviera. 

His fall was due also to the story with the "Fibag" 
stockholding company. The US Government allocated substantia 
funds for the building of premises for American servicemen. 
The "Fibag" company was set up with the purpose of getting t) 
contract for the building of such premises. Two partners, 
Schloss and Braun, specialist architects, were members of th 
firm. They were joined by the West-German newspaper king 
Kapfinger who did not bring any money into the enterprise bu 
nevertheless, was promised a very substantial out of the fut 
dividends of the company. For what services? His parti cipa 
offered the possibility to get the construction contract , vi 
Strauss's help. Strauss accepted the "Fibag" deal but deman 
from Kapfinger half of his earnings. 

For a time, everything went smoothly and all were hap 
However, Kapfinger got entangled with a rather ugly love afi 
Schloss and Braun quarreled. The "Fibag" case was publicize 
by Per Spiegel which revealed the unseemly role played in tt 
case by Strauss. 

It would be naive to think that Strauss is sitting on 
the bench of the accused which has long been crying for* him. 
His friends have tried to shield him. As we know, it wets 
the publisher of Per .Spiegel . Augsten, who was prosecuted. 
However, Strauss was so stained that he had to abandon lais 
ministerial position and resign. 
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Let us point, among others, a typical detail which was 
stressed at the time by the West German press. Adenauer was 
careful in the use of his influence to retain Strauss in his 
cabinet; he quite easily accepted his resignation. This was 
not only because of scandalous affairs of his colleague became 
public kiowledge . The secret of the position adopted by Adenauer 
in this case was that at that time he stopped trusting Strauss. 
More than that, he began to fear him. After the 1961 elections 
which clearly proved Adenauer's lack of popularity, Strauss 
dissociated himself from Adenauer and bet on someone else. 
However, seeing that the stock of this someone was still low, 
he vent back to Adenauer. Strauss is unscrupulous and cynical 
in his choice of means. Adenauer took into account Strauss's 
"repentance 11 but did not forgive the betrayal. . • 

The "Fibag" case is only one case of Strauss' ugly 
business. For a while following his resignation, he remained 
out of the limelight. That was for a very short time, however, 
Nov he is very active, preparing for the autumn elections which, 
as he hopes, will allow him again to occupy an important posi¬ 
tion iq the Bonn government. During his retirement, Strauss 
took trips abroad. His trip followed a curious route. He 
visited South Korea and Taiwan. And, naturally, the United 
States, where he was quite warmly greeted. The University of 
Chicago awarded him an honorary Ph.D. He was received by 
influential American political and military personalities. 
Judging by the reception given to Strauss, Washington is 
obvious considering the possibility of a new stage of coopera¬ 
tion with Strauss as with an official representative of the 
Bonn government. 

The elections which will be held this autumn will show 
the chances that Strauss has of continuing his political 
career. However, the fact that the man such as Franz-Josef 
Strauss is considered in the political circles and the press 
as one of the most influential personalities of the West 
German state is an evil omen of the path followed by Bonn which 
is becoming more and more the reserve of revanchist militarism. 
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